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Thoth, magic, and 


Hermes 
Trismegistus 


A mythical figure. An ancient prophet. The figure of 
Hermes Trismegistus is shrouded In mystery, but where 
did the founder of Hermeticism really come from? 
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Hermes Trismegistus, pictured 
under the Greek word ‘theos’ or god 
with the caduceus at his side 
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god of the Sun and source of all its power — ideas. Thi 
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and enery to create Amun-Ra, for this Greek integration, as the king took a I 


od was used as a poster-boy fig 


who bridged both of these a pects ‘xisting belief and capitalized on it. me rpnit 
Thoth is linked to the Moon, and g0d into an amalgam of the two, and spreadit 
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‘Thoth became associated with 
ad Hees, asthe two ruled over 
forces in the universe. 


why some would equate the 

concepts of messenger and acting as 

an intermediary, particularly with both figures 
grounded in diplomacy and equilibrium, Hermes 
is usually depicted with a cap, winged boots, a 
keryketon, caduceus or herald's staff as a symbol 
of peace, often wearing a robe or cape, only later 
developing into the naked youth we know today, 
Strangely, Hermes was also known for magic, as 
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hie helmet was said to conceal him, and it was 


__ 0 protect him from Circe. inthe Hellenistic 
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Who gave a magical plant to the Odysseus 


Period, after the death of Alexander 
the Great in 323 BCE, Hermes 
ew in popularity, and his feats 
became embellished and even 
mote celebrated. Some have 
Suggested that, as emissary 
and messenger, the god was 
viewed as able to mediate 
between worlds, the seen and 
unseen, and because of this 
his sphere of influence might 
have extended to divination and 
magic-like the Egyptian god Thoth. 
Soon, the two gods had been 
Completely conflated through the interpretatio 
Sraeca, and seen as one god. By the mid Ist 
Century CE, Thoth was often referred to as ‘Thrice 
Great’, stemming from the Egyptian idea of 
Composite deities with many aspects. While the 
exact meaning of ‘Thrice Great’ is still unknown, 
we can understand Thoth’s importance as the 
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To the 
Egyptians, 
writing was sacred 
as it gave reliability, 
and enabled all 
knowledge of the 

world to be 
recorded 
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Picture of Hermes Trismegist rs oh 
the Viridaruim Chymicur 

ee of Alchemy. from 1624 


daphtedica Ince tae 
Cathedral of Siena in Italy 

personification of the mind 

of god. and the god who organizes and directs 

all governing forces of the known universe: alchemy, magic and asticlogy, and credited as the 

the veneration of this god was some of the instigator of one the most mystical philosophies 

greatest in the land, and might go some way to known to date. Historically, many considered 

explaining such a grand epithet. Most attribute Hermes Trismegistus to be an actual figure: a 

the first instances of this name as appearing in wise prophet, a contemporary of Abraham. Only 


the writings of Athenagoras of Athens and in one thing is for certain, the figure of Hermes 

3 fragment from Philo of Byblos, while others Trismegistus is shrouded in mystery, yet credited 
take this back to Egyptian cult texts from with passing down sacred and ritual 

the 2nd century BCE. Through this knowledge. Some say he wandered 
three-fold aspect of Thoth, and the lands of Egypt before even 


his association with Hermes, the time of Moses. Others 
the composite—and more Alchemy was believed that he was a 
complex-figure of Hermes the study ofhowto \— ate aepoet ean 
Trismegistus was born. on 

The 10th century Suda, a twat one substance, knowledge to him. Others 
Byzantine encyclopaedia, | considered him one of a 
explains that Hermes / long line of prophets, passing 
was given the name of / on the one truth-the prisca 
Trismegistus because there \ theologia—from God, in the 

is one divine nature within the Ne same vein as the Persian Zoroaster, 
trinity. we can view this in a similar ~~ and some believe he is an ancestor of 
way to how Christianity has the divine the Prophet Muhammad himself. 

- trilogy of God, Jesus and the Holy Ghost, who are Hermes Trismegistus was believed to be the 


all separate yet integral, author of countless texts conveying ancient 


Crowley's Thoth 
tarot deck 


-—— Oe —- 


The Thoth tarot was a deck published by Orde 
Temp Orentis 1 1969, after both of the 
creators had passed away. Painted by Lady 
Freda Marrs, based on the mystical isthuctions 
from Aleister Crowley, and paired with his 

book on the deck, The Book of Thoth written 
between 1938 and 1943. The depictions on each 
of the cards are inspired by various mystical 


systens, as well as pl iiosophy and science, in 
an attempt to reinvigorate and reinterpret the 
traditional meanings, as 1s encouraged for all 
initiates to the Order of the Golden Dawn as 
part of thew spiritual journey Crowley changed 
many of the Major Arcana nares, a6 well as 
renaming pages to princesses, and knights 

to princes in the Court Cards, Another major 
difference in the deck is that he modified the 
corresponding Hebrew letters and astrological 
associations of the cards, based on his own 
reading of thei symbolism in line with his 
teaching in his Book of the Law He also gave 

a title to each of the Minor Arcana cards 

While the accompanying book is meant to act 
somewhat a5 an instruction manual, Crowley's 
deck is infamous for its mystic nature and 
inaccessibility for the uninitiated, A modified 
version of the deck, including two original cards 
by Lady Frieda Harris but rejec ted by Crowley, is 
stil available from U.S, Games Systems 


The Thoth tarot deck is still incredibly 
popular with people today, seen to 
hold great divinatory wisdom 
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People see signs in everything, including animal 
entrails, rhe ancient Romans searched through the 
bodies of sacrificed animals to see what the future held. 


Written by Poppy-Jay Palmer 


he ancient Etruscans developed an shape, color and markings of the animal's internal 
advanced Civilisation in Italy betore organs, primanly the liver but also the gall bladder, 
the Roman Empue, possessing heart and lungs, and then roast the meat to share in 


a sacred meal with celebrants. The sacrifice 
art and culture, and usually took place during ceremonies 
it we ) different whe 
as no different when it came It's where the Sun god could influence the 
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to divination. One practice that believed that entrails’ appearances. 
became popular with the ancient dl Haruspices would charge people 


sophisticated forms of 


Fstruscans was haruspicy In fact, A rchbishop of to ask a question, to which they 
it was so popular that, as with art Canterbury Thomas would be able to answer ‘yes’ 
and culture. it eventually made 4 Becket consulted a or ‘no’ by studying the entrails, 
its way to ancient Rome haruspex before an weighing up the positive and 
Nith the practice tracing expedition against negative omens and seeing which 


one prevailed. As divination was 
a trusted and elaborate practice, 
haruspices had to undergo extremely 
specialized training in order to be taken 
seriously. A manual called the Barttu, or ‘Art of the 
Diviner’, was circulated from around 600 BCE or earlier, 


al! the way back to at least the : 

third millennium BCE, a haruspex Brittany 
someone trained in haruspicy, could 
predict the future by reading omens found 
in the entrails of animals like sheep and poultry. 

To interpret the divine, they would ritually slaughter 


livestock as a sacnfice, butcher it, examine the size, and took up 135 clay tablets 
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sol Invictus‘ 
(the ‘Unconquered \ 
Sun’) was the official 
sun god of the later 
\ Roman Empire and 
KY patron of Roman 
“ soldiers 


@} figure Calchas is 
represented as a 

4 haruspex on this 
Etruscan mirror 


Greek mythological 
| 


Renaissance 


gic 
The passion for knowledge and how to use it led thinkers deep 


Into a mysterious world where the boundaries between nature, 
supemature and religion were far from clear 


0 the 15th and 16th centuries the western 
and near-eastern worlds were home to 
three major religions—Christianity, Islam 
and Judaism. All had their intellectual 
elites with their own convictions about 
the cosmos and man’s place in it. There also 
existed a multi-faceted paganism, which saw 


(c.1440) was the invention of a printing press 
that used moveable type. Before this, books had 
been expensive, hand-written products that 
could only be read in libraries or in the homes of 
wealthy collectors. Now that printing was a fast- 
growing industry, scholars and students could 


and exchange their own ideas with each other. 


The second event added significantly to the 
number of books available. In 1453 the great 
city of Constantinople, capital of the Eastern 


forgetting the pagan superstition, 
which was felt by people at all levels of society— 
Produced a large array of ideas and beliefs that 
led to vigorous debate, widespread persecution 
and, eventually, to war. 

The first ‘factory’ creating this new 

thinking was North Italy. Scholars working 
in universities such as Florence and Bologna 
or in the households of wealthy patrons— 
merchant princes, rulers of city states or senior 
ecclesiastics—were much involved in studying 


ee See 


thought-the gateway to what the ancient Greeks 
Called ‘gnosis’ also to what 
Wey labelled exousia authority;powerh The 

Were inseparably linked, for the person 
repent! the nature and workings othe 

and spiritual realms could use t 

knowledge in a variety of ways. Such men were 
Magi or magicians, 

Everyone in medieval society believed in 
magic, the ability to manipulate the forces latent 
in nature, The ranks of those initiated into the 
Occult (supernatural or mystical knowledge) 
inchided the local wise woman, the herbalist, 
the apothecary, the alchemist, the astrologer and 
the necromancer, Church leaders were ardent in 
Warning against malign magic but none doubted 
the reality of harnessing the forces of nature 
and supernature, Many clergy, for example, 

Cast horoscopes. There was no clear distinction 
between theological and philosophical 
understanding of the workings of the universe. If 
God had endowed certain herbs with medicinal 
Properties to relieve human suffering, could he 
Not also have arranged the motions of heavenly 
bodies to assist in the wellbeing of mankind? 
The distinction between village folklore and 
speculation might appear to be 


Mas An alchemist works at his craft 


in this 17th-century painting 
by Adriaen van Ostade 
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Marsilio Pieino (first on felt) 
from a fresco painted by 
Domenico Ghirlandato 
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England's most 
Jamous magus 
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The extraordinary life of John Dee (1527-1608/9 
provides us with 2 vivid example of how scien : 
philosophy and magic interac ted in many - 
Renaissance thinkers. He was one of the most 
brilliant students to emerge from Cambridge 
University Though his studies embraced min ’ 
subjects, his main interest was mathemati: F 
him the ‘magic’ of numbers provided an insight 
into the mind of God He applied his skills to 
cartography and the provision of Navigational aid 
for mariners. From here it was but a short step S 
promoting England's overseas expansion during th 
reign of Elizabeth |. But he also Studied hermetic : 
philosophy. astrology and alchemy He enjoyed 

the patronage of the queen, for whom he ¢ a 
horoscopes. Increasingly his mind turned + wards 
the conjuration of spirits in which he was Sstistid 
by the charlatan, Edward Kelly, who cashed in on 
Dee's fame for his own ends Together the two 
men travelled to several European courts in the 
1580s seeking new patrons with their promises of 
providing the guidance of the spirits and the secret 
of turning base metals into gold By the time Dee 
returned to England, having broken his relationship 
with Kelly, he discovered that public opinion had 
turned against his dabbling with ‘Satanic’ magic 
and that his laboratory had been trashed by angry 


yr 


neighbours He never regained his earlier fame and 
eventually died in comparative poverty 


Many of Dee's prized books and 
instruments were stolen while he 
travelled Europe 


Corpus Hermeticuin first 
Latin edition by Marsilio 
Ficino, 1471 CF 


ne 
Hermes Trismagistus pictured With eae 


the personifications of Orient and 
the Occident, from the marble floor 
of the Siena Cathedral 


which he entitled the Corpus Hermeticum. This 
long-lost text purported to be a classical Greek 
collection of Greco-Egyptian wisdom dating back 
even further—perhaps 9,000 years—and taught 

by Hermes Trismagistus—'Thrice Great Hermes: 
This figure was a god, worshipped by Egyptians as 
Thoth and by Greeks as Hermes. His teaching was 
supposedly relayed in various strands. He featured 
in Zoroastrian worship. He appeared in the Quran 
as a prophet. Jewish writings mentioned him as a 
contemporary of Moses. It is easy to see why his 
Renaissance rediscoverers should have associated 
him with the prisca theologia. The Hermetic 
wnlings were mystical and complex. They could 
scarcely be otherwise, since they 
claimed to explain everything. Keith 
Thomas. in Religion and the Decline of 
Magic offered this summary: 

“It taught that by mystical 
regeneration it was possible for man to 
regain dominion over nature which he 
had lost at the Fall [in the Garden of 
Eden] Its astrological and alchemical 
lore helped to create an intellectual 
environment sympathetic to every kind 
of mystical and magical activity.” 

It was all incredibly mysterious 
and impressive and compelling. 
The only problem was that the 
Corpus Hermeticum was a fraud 
That is to say that, while elements of 
it went back to classical times, the 
compendium was wnitten no earlier 


Away from the ranfied attr 


than 300 CE. This was demonstrated in 1614 by 


‘an scholar, Isaac Casaul« 
yost 


in, regarded by 
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co brilliant Greek 


many contemporanes 25 the 1 


scholar of the age 
rosphere of 


dinary mortals needed 


philosophical debate, OF 
blems of everyday 


help in coping with the pro! 
existence. For most people life was, by modem 
European standards, short and uncomfortable. 
Average life expectancy Was about 35. Most 
people dwelt in what we would think of as 
slum conditions. Disease was rife. For example, 
Renaissance Europe had not yet fully recov ered 
from the Black Death, which had nin amok in the 
mid-14th century and wiped out between 4 third 
and a half of the population. Poverty was rife and 
many families lived a precarious existence on the 
subsistence level. They needed ail the help they 
could get for their own wellbeing and that of their 
animals and their crops. No less than the mag}, 
untutored folk believed that the matenal world was 
suffused with the spiritual and when they were 
in need they turned to the ‘experts’ in their midst 
who could invoke the aid of higher powers. There 
were two sources of supernatural power. One was 
accessed via the Church. The other was availabie 
from the practitioners of folk religion 

The most regular ‘magic’ practiced by pansh 
pnests was the mass, a service during which the 
offiaant took bread and wine, consecrated them 
and, by so doing, ‘transubstantiated’ them into 
the actual body and blood of Christ. This ‘priestly 
muracle’ was the focus of religious life, and masses 
were performed constantly. For many people the 
mass elements themselves came to be regarded 
as possessing holy power. Some worshippers were 
known to take the consectated bread away from 
church, instead of eating it, to use as a charm. The 


TR al, 
Church disapproved of this but, at the same ume 


“The mass elements themselves came to 
be regarded as possessing holy power" 
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‘ope Innocent Vi, sought to disentangle itself 
from popular magic. The Catholic faith 
Vals Commng Under pressure from various 
directions and fought back vigorously 
fo Wrest Control of men's minds 
from heresy and all unorthodox 
beliets. The message now went 
out thatany supernatural 
power which did not have 
ecclesiastical backing came. 
Not from God. but from Satan 


In 1486 two Dominican friars 
published a compendious desenption 
and denunciation of witchcraft called 
the Matieus Maleficarum This 
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Copernicus proposed 
that the Earth moved 
around the Sun 
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Legend has it 
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\ his book on the very / 
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Drawing upon Judaism, Kabbalah is a mystical 
tradition that centers on receiving knowledge of 
God and guidance for ev eryday living 
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both the sik and biological! ancestor of 
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mumans and he was also androgynous. He was 
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Mnowiedge of good and evi! but then recenved his 
teachings for mankind through the Archangel 


Ramel the Keeper of Secrets Kabhalists belreve 
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Abraham also figures highly in Kabbalah. as 

UGaIsSm as a whole (he ts seer as the 
founding fathe 
Aabdalists believe Abraham whe !ived around 
L700 BCE. received the truth of Kabbalah and 


the Covenant) Traditiana 


wrote the Sefer letzinzh the earhest extant book on 


Jewish esotencis 


first Kabbalistic text 
For that reason. it has become a Primary source 
for students of Kabbalah and tt also reinforces 
Abraham's view that God ts One 

Such behets were cemented by the prophet and 
teacher Moses who ascended Mount Sina and 
received the Commandments from God diong 
with the Oral Torah The latter contained the 
laws, statutes and legal interpretations that had 
not been noted in the Written Torah (the Five 
Books of Moses) and the Kabbalistic truths they 
contained paved a spintual level of existence that 


explored the nature of the soul Bodies were seen 


though 
/ Kabbalists say that 
| humankind's greatest 
pleasure is to know 
God, their view is that 
knowledge of God 
is impossible 
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wean This a fragment of the Zobar, a collection § 
, of commentaries on the Torah which 
forms a primary book for Kabbalists 3 
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of creation by contracting his infinite light to make 
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room for a finite, pluralistic world. This work was 


passed on thanks to Rabbi Ch 
passed on thanks to Rabbi Chaim Vital who put the 


teachings down in wnting 
From that emerged the ten sefirot that made 
up the Kabbalah Tree of Life (that 1s, the spintual 
attnbutes in which The Infinite God is revealed 
including primary will, wisdom, understanding, 
judgement, lovingkindness, might, beauty, glory, 
victory, connection, sovereignty and the Divine 
Presence), Such teachings were later adapted 
by occultist and western esoteric 
movements, with the Renaissance 
seeing Chnstian Kabbalah 
emerge thanks to a growing 
appetite for interpreting 
Chnistianity from a mystical 
point of view 
Chnstian Kabbalah 
reinterpreted the doctrine 
f Jewish Kabbalah by 
linking the atonement and 


resurrection of Jesus Christ to 


the ten sefirot. In the Christian 
Kabbalah's Tree of Life the three 
topmost spheres became 
yNnceming themsel\ 


connected to the 
Trinity, the rest CC es 

with Earth. Hermet 
find proof 0 


Qabalah then arose 


hrictian 
from a desire to f Christian 


Kabbalists 
believe that our 
souls will greatly 
outlive our bodies and 
that we live in both 
the physical and 
spiritual worlds 


An ultra Orthodox Jewish man 
watches a bonfire during the 
holiday of Lag B Omer 


doctrine in Hebrew mysticism It not only drew 
upon Kabbalah but also pagan religions, wester 
\strology, gnosticism, neoplatonism, tantra and 
alchemy. By combining different beliefs and 
thoughts, it promoted a syncreuc world view 
Although Hermeticists saw Qabalahs ong!ns 
in classic Greece rather than Jewish mysticism, 
Kabbalah found its way into Hermetic traaiuon from 
the 15th century. Heinnch Cornelius Agrippa wrote 
Three Books of Occult Philosophy which explored 
the behefs of Western Esotericism. It looked at the 
subjects of ntual magic, spells, ceremonial procedures 
and Kabbalah among others and approached them 
from the perspective of a scholar 
Hermetic Qabalah’s emphasis was on the powel 
of a magician to make ever so slight alterations 1n 
the higher realm, and the cards that made up Tarot 
replaced the ten sefirot in the Tree of Life. Orphism 
and Egyptian mythology were added dunng the 
17th century and its influence grew among non 
Jewish scholars. They felt it could uncover hidden 
connections since they believed anything would 
take the place of the ten spheres and 22 paths of 
the Tree of Life. It posits that the universe Is best 
understood by numbers and so draws upon the 
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work of Pythagoras 

Even so, Luria’s initial influence 
continues to this day (and that's 
quite aside from Madonna 
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writing a song called /saac in 
2005 which many believed 
was about him). The 
Kabbalah Centre. led 
by Rabbi Philip Berg 
is the most influennal 
and it 1s dedicated to 
bringing the wisdom of 
the religion to the world 
Jewish Kabbalists continue 
to believe that they are able to 
repair the damage between the upper 
and lower worlds by detac hing the divine 
light connecung BOF id with evil and that, by 
observing the commandments, it will lead 


people from exile to redemption 


Hermetic Qabalah combined diverse beliefs and 
blended practices of various schools of thought 
in sharing concepts with Jewish Kabbalah and 
drawing on alchemy. pagan religions, Western 
astrology, gnosticism and more, it created a 
new system and was a prime example of what is 
termed religious syncretism 

Detractors, including Orthodox Christians, 
say syncretism relies not on the Scnptures but 
on the whim of humans, drawing on influences 
affecting a culture. They say it makes a religion 
illegitimate, but there's 2 compelling argument 
that all religions are syncretic to some degree 
many pagan symbols, for example, were 
adopted by Christianity between the second 
and fourth centuries 

indeed, the religion of Judaism has also 
arguably absorbed outside religious influences 
Uewish fundamentalists, however, say it has 
not). Meanwhile, Giovanni Pico della 
Mirandola, an Italian Renaissance nobleman 
and philosopher, founded the tradition of 
Christian Kabbalah through a syncretic view 
of Kabbalah, Hermeticism. Aristotelianism, 
Platonism and Neoplatonism 

Other syncretistic movements include 
gnosticism which blends aspects of Oriental 
mystery religions, the dualistic religion founded 
in the third century, Manichaeism, and Sikhism 
which draws on elements of Hinduism and 
Islam. Aside from religion, it should be noted 
that syncretism is also common in other 
expressions of culture, including literature 


and music. 


The 17th-century printmaker Stephan 
Michelspacher published Cabala, Spiegel der 
Kunst und Natur: in Alchymia in 1615 


dled recently as the author of the 
Gospel of Doom for the modem 
; ~ age Michel de Nostredame - ot 
Nostradamus as he 1s more 
commonly known -has had a 
chequered reputation over the centunes Born in 
the French town of Saint-Remy-de-Provence as 
1503 came to a Close. Nostradamus was one of at 
least nine children born to a notary father and a 
mother from who he could claim a family history in 
mediane Little could they have suspected, however 
H that his name would become synonymous with 
mayhem and catastrophe both during his lifetime 
and beyond 
| Although the details of his life are often disputed 
| iS generally assumed that Nostradamus began 
his professional life at the University of Avignon, 
although this was brought to an abrupt end in 1521 
due to the spread of plague to the city This opened 
up new honzons for the young man, and, if reports 
| ue to be believed. Nostradamus did not waste the 
time that followed, spending eight years researching 
| herbal remedies as he roamed the countryside 
This stood him in good stead for working as an 
apothecary, a vocation that he took to keenly for 
several years, providing cures and tinctures for those 
who caine to him in his selfimposed exile 
In 1529, he deaded to try again at the university 
route, and enrolled to study for a doctorate in 
medicine at the University of Montpellier This was 
also to be short-hved, as he was asked to leave when 
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One of the most infamous oracles of all time, was 
Nostradamus a divine prophet or a fraud? 
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not only his previous trade as an apothecary was 
diseevered (which was stictly againet the rules of 
the university) but also rumours abounded that 
he had been speaking out against the medical 
profession. This lack of formal training did: net 
however greatly harm his prospects 1a is 
Nostradamus moved to Agen matted and hac 
two children. Following the death of his wile and 
children, he continued on with his previous travels 
Tt was during this time that his reputation asa 
healer of plague was established (although there 
is little evidence that his attempted cures in either 
Marseille or his native Salon-de Provence were 
successful) before 11547 he settled once again 
his hometown Here, Nostradamus maried for the 
second and final time, his new wite 
a widow of wealth who bore hin six 
children during their time together 
Nostradamus's first official dabbling: 
with the occult and connected 
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on the popularity of this new craze | \ popular 
Nostradamus's work catapulted hiny mewn 
into the limelight, and he soon found 
himself catering for the prestigious, ; 
building up a chent base that prized his \! 
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A royal meeting 
Nostradamus 's initial meeting with Catherine 
de Medici way to prove profitable at the time and 
was later to bear further fruit when, afew years 
on, the queen mother made a pomt of visiting 
hwn in Salon de Provence on a royal progress 
The roles of king's physician and councillor 


re rien an that were then bestowed on hin provided 
atherine de Medici Was both a patron 1) 


— and 
fervent believer in the prophecies of N 


ostradamus 


a handsome salary and increased 
Nis prestige 
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{ Henry Hof France also sought 
It Could be said this was skilfully ; We 
tad } soohd at ; Nostradamus was said to have predicted the rise of 
PCOS PSCC Catherine de Medici's sons to the throne of France 
w for] ntained a prediction that 
united at umpending danger for the royal family Charles IX and Henry of Anjou: Nostradamus ts said 
Understandany worned by this and beheving to have predicted the rise of Anjou, something that 
edty in the power of such predicuion: must Dave caused preat satisfaction tor Catherine 
t rm moned Nostradamus fo Pans in 1556. especially as her son was at the time only susth in 
fusing the meeting, commissioned horoscope line to the throne. They met again sore years later 
for her Children including the future kings of France when Nostradamus was an old man, in bis native 


Salon-de- Provence itself The royal party of Catherine 
The Prophecies were translated 
Into several Languages and went 
through many editions 


and Charles 1X braved the plague-ndden town to 
meet the man who Catherine held in such esteem 
Durning the meeting, Nostradamus 
pape po was Cleated both a kings physician 
and a teyal councillor, along with 
berg rewarded for his services 


with 200 ecus 


Nostradamus was not popular 
with everyone, however There 
were those who denounced hin 
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of interest in the most popular and famous of 


Nostradamus's works -the prediction nta 
in the senes of quatrains Known as Te Pr 
Published in three editions, the last atter | 
the quatrains speak in general ferns of va 


of catastrophes, focusing particularly 
disasters such as earthquakes, plagues anc | 
along with wars, murders and invasions. 5 
have even credited Nostradamus with pred 
numerous pivotal events throughout histo 
the Great Fire of London and the French Re 
to the two World Wars, the 9/1] terror att 
even the death of Princess Diana 

The general vagueness of The Prop’. 
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Nostradamus 16 often credited with being 
one of the greatest prop’ ets of all time, 
even though he refuted the title 
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Gt HHT 1863 cid the Word 


6 deserihe certaliy IRthecentury 
Philosuphical develupiients 
Moreuivel, it Was uFimitially 4 
teri) of disap probation, Hhylyitia ‘shallow and 
pretentious iftellectialiat The 
Brine — telationship between teliaion, 


fhe 0g ie _ Wi “ve to ¢ 


Entightennient cotite Inte Beli 


Civil War i Bea TE ineluded rerigionia revival 

HawelHente on Heil edes of he Atlante. tended 

With the Prenel HewoluHon and Napelaanie Wate 
Let us Hewih 1H 1649 with (he Incident often 

fejireseriied as (he BeMiAiia of the Cael Belween 

felidion and science’, (he papal condeninaan 

af Galiles Galilel (964d164a) The 

italian had long siice embraced 


occultisth and sctence Was Lopernicie’s hellacwntnt 
i we Fore compler than the ) theory that the Barth meves 
| ia , supposed banishing of all Most scholars round (he Sun, Gopernens 
iat other fortis of traditiatial identify Newton had derienetiated tiie 
knowledge and beliel by as an Antitrinitarian inatherniatically, bul Galilee 
| empiricist (Le, what can be monotheist=he had confined Wt Wy fieatis 
proved by observation and rejected the doetrine af uber vatiotis Wsthig Hie 
calculation) Por exaiiple, Sit of the Trinity Hew ly developed lelescape, 
} Isaac Newton (16424727) the Hiaditionallets rejected 
| gteatest sciedtific genius before Nellocentrist because they were 
Kinstein, whote more extensively ses w 4 wedded (ui the lotaeestabliahed 
about the Sécurid Coming of Chiist phiveles laid dawn by the athecentury 


thant he did about gravity, atid Robert Boyle 
(16294691), the ‘father of moder chemistry’ 
left motiey in his will for annual lectures ty be 
| delivered for the deferise of Christianity against 
atheisin and other “errors” We alse need tu beat 
| in mind that the Major intellec tial developinents 
of the period froin the early 17th to the late Iath 
| centuries were the result hot only of remarkably 
dilted thitikers, but alse of major politicureligious 
| mMoverieiis in what Was a very troubled petiod 
| of Burepeati history. That period began with 
the Thiity Yeats’ War on the Continent and the 


heavelis du 


HCE phillasopher Aristotle and because Various 
Hible refereriovs described the meverients af 
heavenly bodies as they appeared fron karth, We 
afill (hivik of the Su ae feta! 1H Hhe Bast and 
‘getliia’ IH the Weel, even though we low that it 
je actually our planet (hat Moves, Te Mest of eu 
7th GeRtUTY aticeators It was perfectly obyiatis 
Hat tHe Sun cid the Hievilg. As far Copernicue’s 
apDarent contiadietion af the Bible, Galiles agreud 
Willi a prominent cardinal whe oleerved, (he 
Hible teactes us how (0 go to heaven, Net haw ihe 


jap this veal have Fernainved within tw poainy 
uy scholarly debare ad net the pape come dawn 
fmly on te side of te tradiionaliots, He threw 
rie wonght of the Church behind the Aviat tl 
ipwory of antrophysies, Dut the authority of the 
pope Por ove OO yar the Cath; church 


‘them even refused to look 


aay oie wth the ofc Roman 
verdict, Some of 


"a washed to conte pubic that he bie’ 


arguments and inetructed Hin wre a book 
describing the w twAarly deate The pope nace 
two shipnulatione Callen vine only javowtit 
Nether rienn aw a jpveettile wan. He wae ales 
to ensure that Urban's avin position #/a® cleat 
represented, Galileo, therefore, wine A Dialewe 
Concerning the Two Cinaf World aystern® Ao the 
1ithe suggosts, the subject was preseriad 4° # 
discussion between a wise Copernicat palyiat, 
and stupid, obscurantist Arietinutian ‘samphic 
1 was through the mouth of Simnphicle that the 
author presented Urbans arguments, The pape 
was furious, He summoned the old man (nov 
in his 708) back to Rome to face a charwe a 
disobedience, He was found guilty, though three 
Of lis judges refused to sign the indictment, He 


sg, tomas ty Weiy nosed, Wher nee 
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wife are alreaay executed. Students si a 
py noble wih of ine er een twee rleen 


x 


= 
~ 
. 
x» . 


‘ 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


Clas Ashmole (1617 1692) imple 
was a 
the educated Englishman sonia me 


Cannot, therefore, be 
holed as a friend or enemy of the sale 


y such. He 
1633, became a solicitor se aerlatinas % 
assiduously t hienself 
¥ to building a fortune by cultivatin 
the right R 
ren People. He supported Charles | 
a Oeh the Civil War and joined the royal court 
Ord. There he took the opportunit 
y to 
extend his education and his wide-ranging 
Studies embraced mathematics, physics, 
astrology, alchemy and magic. Ashmole was a 
staunch Church of England man who held all 
nonconformists in contempt, but he became 
a Freemason in 1646 and he probably also 
flirted with Rosicrucianism. When designing 
his coat of arms he surmounted the shield 
with an image of the god Mercury supported 
by figues representing the twin constellation 
Gemini. His chosen motto, ‘Ex Uno Omnia’ (All 
comes from the One), indicated his fascination 
with the Hermetic tradition. Court favour and 
financially advantageous marriages enabled him 
to amass a huge collection of books, prints, 
coins, medals and curios that he bestowed 
on the University of Oxford, which, in 1669, 
awarded him a doctorate in Medicine. How far 
his own knowledge merited this accolade is 
not altogether clear. On one 
ag aN occasion to cure an ailment 
ee | lhe hung three spiders 
» around his neck. This 
> ardent, if dilletantish, 
pursuer of 
knowledge assured 
his undying 
¥ fame by the 
~ — establishment 
4 of the Oxford 
* museum that 
bears his name- 
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Millions died from disease and sath 
tarvation as well as military 
ermany lost a quarter 
populaton With such H black melanct 
manifest evils stalking the land i 
tis not altogether surpnsme i! ans all 
that sufferers looked for sa a thas 
ip its and sought to purge nee 
munihes of them 


: , ecution were 
Folklore provided lund Scot believed that the prosecu 


i s 
ccused of witchcraft wa ane 
and un-Christian 


of those a 
irrational 
ind their activines It was widely ma ee ate 
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pions of black magicians 


Onmy ve 
believed that Satan summoned wy ‘not want to be 
> ney 9) ICT “dle 
Vitel nd wizards to intend Sabats where tarred a heretics, 1 : 
od ,¢ 
blasphemous travesties of Chnstian worship were as at odd 
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' ft legislation in pi 
were offered. Those called t¢ had anti-witchcraft legisia 


h the law, for most Luropedl 


enacted and sacniice -_ dian ct revalling philosopt 
! icsernblies flew through the air to be present Then again, the preve ; vt | aa 
framework in which post Rendlssance Geb 
je tt difficult for radical thinke 


None of this had any part in Chnstian doctrine but 


nee the Bible endorsed behef in spiritual . 


o deny the possibility of mag 


onflict between the powers of good — 

nN Nar ‘ wanhvsicr 7 

eo Platonic Metdpity st IUE 
ind evil, little if anything, was 


{ the interconnectedneéss 

done by church sonnei sf Matthew Palace _ 

ek: Hopkins, the and sought ways of ha 

were divided Some men Witchfinder General, the powers latent it 
of science, such as Robert may have been smos It took th 

Boyle, accepted the common responsible for the of two centuries for a 


the intelhwentsia opinions 
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robably the first ; te ; 
en te be aris OM conviction that witches deaths of hundreds fauonale aa . 
id ie fo become firmly estab 
the public existed and were in league of women Pein A Ne LEE 
° ith the devil Bul there was among 
» Elias Ashmole |; a growing scepticism, not only to bring all witchcraft prose 
Pas ove ' ibout the more bizarre accounts if to an end 
/ during the |} occult activity, but also about the very Phe laying of a new philosophical 
of witchcraft Samuel Harsnett (1561163), — ground plan was undertaken by thinkers tr 
i cleric who eventually rose to be Archbishop of to arrive at a logically acceptable concept of 
York. wrote a Weatise condernning clergy who ina Europe where Catholics and Protestant 
armed out exorcisms He gave it as his opinion zealously slaughtering each other. As ear! 
that people who have ther brains baited and 1584 a down-to-earth Kentish gentleman 
then fancies distempered with the imaginations Reginald Scot had debunked the whole idea 
and apprehensions of Witches, Conjurors, and malevolent magical powers on religious gr 
Pauses and all that} yenphan al Chimera, | find In his Discoverte of Witchcra?t he yeued that 3 
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Witches. ‘ 

OUT Categone 

ours Son 
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{ malevolent nei 


self-deluded, some 


were deliberate fraudster 


and potions 


2y from phoney 
were genuine —that is, they sought to 

intlic rm by supernatural means but any 
success they achieved was attributable to c 
or to sinister means, such as poison or what we 
would now cal] auto-suggestion. Scot's scepticism 
gr ly gained ground among thinking people 
What is surprising, from a modern viewpoint, 1s 
that it took so long 

In the 17th century a new brand of philosophers 
emerged who applied their own kind of solvents 
to the common belief in black magic. Men like 
René Descartes (15961650), Thomas Hobbes (1588 
1679) and Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677) were all 
pondering the existence and nature of God and 
coming to very different conclusions. The common 
ground they shared was a mechanisu¢ 


ever it came into being, it 


conc epl 


ypefated accomaing to 
stnct rules Those rules 
were informative about 
the one who devised them 


(if indeed, such a being 


if the cosmos was that 

it could not be changed 

from within-that is to 

ay that no human being 

can manipulate it, perform 
miracles or cast effective 
spells. In other words, there 
are no such things as witches 
or wizards or cunning men 


or Whatever fanciful name 
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ight be claimed by or attributed to persons 
thought to possess spiritual powers 

Nothing better illustrates the changing mood 
of the umes than the tnal of Jane Wenham 1n 
1712. Jane, a widow of Walken, Hertfordshire was 
denounced by some of her neighbours—in turn 
egged on by local clergy-who accused her of 
various malicious acts. She was tned at Hertford 
Assizes before Sir John Powell, who fell over 
backwards to steer the jury towards an acquittal 
When the jury brought in a guilty verdict the judge 
had no alternative but to give the sentence of death 
by hanging. However, he immediately apphed 
to the Crown in person for a pardon, which was 
immediately granted. This resulted in a frenzied 


pamphlet war between accusers and defenders of 


er wn 


the clergy involved in the case. One writ 


shed anonymously 
ars’ War saw 
accusations 
yermany 


(probably to avoid 
accusations of atheism) 
Pope Urban VIII was a 


close friend of scientist 
Galileo Galilei 
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srtion. One of the hidden revoluvion 
{half of u he 17th 


is that education became fashionable Betwee! 
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nic Wars, Europe ene 
ice This enabled the 

to concentrate 
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of relative 


wed a century 
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yy the arts of civilized living This wa 


on acquilit 
the age of the Grand Tour. The scions 
: despatched to the 


f wealt 
English tarmilies were > Conn 


for three years Or SO to learn foreign languay 


discover foreign cultures and 
of the leading intellectuals of the ag 
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study with some 


The mot 


inquisitive and acquisitive Uaveller 
cattloads (sometmes shiploads) of souvenirs 
paintings, sculptures, books, Vanous sc ent! 
specimens—with which to adorn thet 
and impress ther fnends 
| A paralle! development was the foundat 
yf acadenues where gentle 
4 i ay ites | us where gentlemen of leisure met | 
; discuss all aspects of science and the arts. In | 
. ‘ the | isi A n pucks 
| risian Academy was established and. in 
l6b66, t! ap} 
66, thus developed into the French Academ 
Sciences In the P } : ae 
es. In 1662 the Royal Society of London | 
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8 Natural Knowledge came into beine 


yd as the Maite dicate 
loyal ‘ 

i age fro! the new king Charles I hay We now associate the Wesley brothers with tbe 
k wi tN {res Wt et up In Berlin and other TeTAMIOUS revival of the midi Sth century a pethel 
EuTaper yoemers Here members delivered WITH ES Sister movement the Great Awakens 
ec TUres debated and performed led by George Whitefield in North Amen! ) 
yperunes {s Thes Whole reports but this does not mean (hab they 
Phe proceedings which were wete ignorant of or ante pathetr 

ilated te other members od to advances i selence On the 
vf chs ntellectual elite he Royal contrary Jolin Wesley a ily 

read Che writings Ob Kt bert 


mat) swt F . 
phroughout Europe 


t such socienes did 


Bu 
Not ONY CMot Wy mayor 
cines Leaders of Tul 1 


ety who liked to think of 


sor 
themselves as ¢ ultured set up 
regional debating societies For 
example, in 1710 certain Lincolnshire 


gentlemen and clergy established The 
Society of Gentlemen for the Supporting of Mutual 


penevolence and Theu Improvement in the Liberal 
Sciences and in Polite Learning, Among those 
snvited to address Its Meetings were si Isaac 
Newton, Sir Hans Sloane (the president of the Re val 


society whose collection later formed the nucleus 


of the British Museum) the Rev William Stukeley 


jan anuquanal 
sp of both the Stonehenge and Avebury 


yand celebrated archaes fogical 


plonee 


excavations). and the poets Alexander Pope and 


John Gay Also significant Is the fact that among 


the Spalding Societys founder members was the 


Rector of Epworth, one Samuel Wesley, father 
of John and Charles Wesley the founders of the 


Methodist movement 


Society's motto 
‘Nullius in verba’ 
is taken ton 

‘take nobody's 

word for it’ 


Royle John Locke and Su 
Isaac Newton OF Newton 
he wrote that he wre 
the lamp of knowledge 


into paths that had been 


unexplored before 
just as for Wesley there Was I 
} sé yence 


Ww 


gull between religion al 


10 for Newton, who was President of 


the Roval Society from 1703 to 1727 there Was NO 


divide benween science religion and oce ultism. bot 


of the unknown were 


this polymath all aspects 
study 


devoled years to the 


ripe for investigation. He 
ous unpublished 


of alchemy, Among his voluimn 
papers there appear more than % }000 words 
{the philosopher's stone, 
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is went beyond the study of 
sed to know how 


on the manufacture ¢ 
supposedly able to turn Base metals into gol 
But his investigator 
transmutation. He was conc 


chemical substances were formed and whiat 


they were made of (what we would now call 


the molecular structure) fy pursuit of such 
knowledge he did not hesit. 
feudo magical CoOmMUTINES 


We toe MYVELLEN ate 


with clandestine ps 
frowned upon by the re 
fraternity Newton's kine iwledge of the 


vst of the screntilt 


Bible was prodigious ahd hits Approa h to 


theology was just as Indis idualistic as his 
scence For mstance, 


reflections ob pure 
to seek 


he abandoned an ¢ aily resolve 


ordination because he discovered that he 


could no longer beheve in the Trinity 


tal and political developtie nts in 
all 


the [8th century wert tundament 


changes of atutude regarding the oc ult 


The widening e& fcational gap between 


uppel and lower classes meant that working 


people in tutdl communities tended to cling 


lonper to traditional behets This explains, tor 
example, why tearned judges 
ind doctors found themselves 
atodds with the stubborn 
witch beliefs of sunple 
villagers But the begianings 
of industnalisation changed 
the demographic of mary 
areas. People were drawn to 
the cues in search of work 


ind left behind their rural 
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rders & 
{then wealthy 


commmunite 
This is an underlytng re 
of occult beliefs am ng, the lower © if society 
philoss yphers an 
inking, away from 


Fand t wards 


At the samme ne 
were directing then th 
bout the supernatura 
yal problems king 
with the prophet 


The old order, 


patlons 
speculanion 


the solving Of p lit 
France (710 1774) 1s crediter 


Louls XV of 


utterance, Apres mot le deluge 
hs ke himself, was 


1d by absolute Monae 
olutionary forces and trom 
tical principles 


head 
under threat from res 


sophers who challenged the poli 


philos 
tivine hereditary 


upon which the cone ept of a sem 
monarchy rested 
Phomas Hobbes 
1704) and Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712 
wkers who explored the 


. (1588-1679), John Loc ke (16 32- 
1778) were 
among the leading 
concept of the ‘social ¢ 
political power Was it top down, invested by God 


in chosen leaders monarchs and anstocrats~ of 


ontract’ and the issue of 


bottom-up. residing in the people, who had the right 
to choose their own governors? Radieal thinking 
gave some sort of rationale to reve Hutionary activists 
{n. 1776 American colonists severed hes with 
Britain. 1789 the French Revolution broke out 
King Lous XVI was executed, France became a 
republic and found itself at war with the other s yor 
European powers The decades ai 
wotld -was entering an weer ( ~~ ne wee the 
eas eee sect aaa tirely i Ww efa of warfare 
plait dates to be fought on the 5 
ground and new arguments to be aired . ; 
% alfred in the 


sanctus of th 
anctuims of the philosophers 
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You can tell a lot from a person d even | 
person's face, and € : 
More from their hands if you just so happen to be a 
skilled chirologist... 


Mier Wiy Pop Jn Per 


palmistry accurate, and you can see why this led to the art we 
Feading S the ancient paim- being viewed as a pseudoscience by academics. broad, with coarse skin), air (square long 


; pact = . 
ati cred silenced diet blues seeietttaioe fingers), and fire (square, with flushed skin 
or future life. They look at the lines on the palm —_ short fingers). 


lathekia 's, hand readers, hand —_and determine what they mean based on their ; 
- See ik sdias arene teas geticee ak te RA SO TO. 
different school Sometimes the divination extends to looking at heart line, towards 
rag saomeeley Bis Add that to fingers, hand flexibility, skin patterns, also known and linked to love and attraction; the head line, 
evidence sabes sree wh 48 dermatoglyphics, and more. Even a person's starting at the edge of the palm under the index 
id predictions are hand shape can determined their future, and these _ finger and flowing to the other edge. linked to 
intellectualism, learning and communication 
and knowledge, and the life line, which starts at © 
the end of the palm above the thumb and flows 
to just above the wrist, and is linked to vitality, 
physical health and wellbeing and. in ancient ; 
times, a person's lifespan. ; 
Though palmistry is practiced all over the world, 
it has always been most commonly used on the 
Eurasian landmass, particularly in India, Nepal, 
Tibet, Persia, China, Sumer, Babylon, Mesopotamia 
and historic Palestine. Many people believe 
palmistry began in ancient India and spread from | 
there, but the exact origins of the artarenow = 
unknown. However, through moving across 
countries and cultures, it also developed 
a lot, especially in ancient Greece. 
\,_ By medieval times, palmistry was 
practiced by witch-hunters, who 
saw uneven pigmentation and 
black spots on the palm asa sign 
of making a deal with the Devil. - 
It began to be suppressed by 
the Catholic Church, which saw 
it as a pagan superstition, By the 
\ y Renaissance, it made a comeback 
classified as a forbidden art’ 
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controversy 
surrounding the 
life line; most modern 
chirologists not believe 
its length is tied to its 


owner's lifespan 
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Revered and feared in villages across Europe, cunning 
folk and their magic were part of everyday life until a 
new move against witches led many to their deaths 
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— + — === Written by June Woolerton i 


o help 


where to find a witch or cunning person [ 


V4 » @® hen Issobell Sinclair 
; different IC 


admutted she had talked them with their problems It was no 


5 s\ iS to fairies as she tned to Europe The wise folk were a fixture in their 
$4 na protect cattle from harm communities, inspiring both respect and fear 
£6 @% on Hallowe'en with a sheet And in an age when science could offer little 
and some hair, she sealed her fate The S trish explanation for anything their wisdom held power 
woman Wa s a witch soon after her trial The position was open fo anyone although 
n 1633 Bu tury earlier she might have some people were believed to be born with special 
gone unt oticed. For Issobell powers. Seventh sons of seventh sons were said 
fi usands of men and to be able to cure goltre and scrofula There wa 
me White also a belief that special powers CO ild 
witches. a be inherited or passed on from one 
folh be p cunning person to their chosen 
any God fearing communities made of urine successor. But anyone who 
xe Rom mes The ? wanted to learn magic and 
ais aia aoa and hair were made caiatiniats reall 
Hered protechon to peopk for protection against xcquite a reputation as one of 
: xoods. But a witches, who would the cunning folk. The range 
reanized religion changed \ sufferpainifthe  / JMMAAsaMgRsSRAIS SS 
and fear of witchcraft spread \, bottle was buried / an be seen in the conviction 
© lérh and 17th centune f wired in Rouenin Frar 
sehen guinea \_ orbumed // joes lagial 
4 ye between their ae in 1605 when shepherds 
pr 4 darker arts of b pothecanes and labourers were 
witcncral “C4 Ls H 4] found guilty of being witches The 
“y tie sae . I : BOI e from all walks of life and ofte 
g ex? GOOr the ve 3 f the nmunities 
M din Tudor t Wt heir spells worked wasn't really th 
nop g i ] nee so ) 1s known a vise mar 
€ Z greed 4 if: ¢ ny iid find emselves consulted on 
[ ec € a 2 iregula 3 fron, tt 
than to get Ma 
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Fear of witches increased greatly 

in Germany in the 15th and 16th 
cestunes This depiction by 

Hans Baldung shows many of the 
grotesque behaviors female witches 
wete beheved to take part in 


4G 


In Essex in 
the late 16th 
century, witchcraft 
had become the hae 
second most common 
criminal charge hand 
after theft tab 


n them im revernpe 

magic was also populal 
witches Consulted to help bring about a 
or reinvigorate a relanonship that ha 


the bol Wise women were widely | 


pregnancy and childbirth, attendit 


Its n ypnise her skills were in suc h demand raying with mothers afterwards Wt 
folk were often consulted for cures for were also believed to be able to detect othe 

both people and animals They used spells nd witches whose intentions were harmfu 

harms which held their own against the less the time could be seen as a sign of ben 

than sophisti yted medicine of the day in tennis ft ind as Well aS asking for a cure, the if 
populanty Common practices in luded mumbling cunning folk might also want to discover wh 
words over the patient or placing nibbled messages dog them harm The white witch rarel 

p them Often these derived fromm old Latin phrases suspect [notead. they would offer instruct 
Which the witchs mostly iterate chents couldnt ntuals which they said would draw the pe 
read Somme of the char ntamed a form of to the victim's house. or they would tell t 


prayel Jane Howe trom Somerset wrote dowl some that the pet jon they met at part ular tn 


arom Europe the fF ; 
tried as witches were Women evan 
thoug) white witches and Cuneing 
folk were just a6 likely to be mari, 
However, as the Church became 
more intent on stamping out aft 
forms of heresy, women became 


the mai) focus of witch hunts were so weak that they were easily 
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yal risk of Capture ’ 
n league with demons and taku 


increasing 
Htudes to all forms of magic had beer if vi & Pe 
hanging rapidly since the 4005 The ireadful 2 
eany Chnstian Chutch called both re wi lecades, Clenics In 
Magic and witcheraft delusions W hite \ southern Germany had started 
witches o1 fen larpe-scale witch hunts 


Hat durinyp the Midel] , Ape 
denies turned their attention cunning folk were mmeepepn ass 
I In T ra sene 


called many other 
names, including 
wizard, blessing 
witch, enchante! nepali e ak 
and charmer! ith husk ts 


executed as witches In 


witcheraft again. The 
German churchman 
Hermnch Kramer says 


wit . A 
Vel lie ares! threat tr 


ff t ‘ } 
nety anid the souls of lage’ 
1lages 
Mallets 
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witchoralt was r 


his Congregation Hy 
Mishel) en 

Male: drum pub h Te] hee! 
the judge Nicholas Remy 


j sentenced 900 


Hicistedd that | \ 
Hand d 


Witcnes 


ete ow 
\ YY lt would yafluence attitudes for three 
Vivre 
Mndted years K or ' 
years. Kramer wanted witches hunted to death in just ten years Court records show that 
Wy torture { ;f ' 7 ee ae 
fea need be to extract force aI } } 
7 0 extract confessions many of those a ed were onginalh . 
- pinally suspected 
perre 


wid put te fe 1 
hte dear 1 F ; 
Wh Black witches. who used magic because they carned out what had previousi 


Narn onhe 
Mer te hable to arrest alread 


But now 


residents—the rest 


r to have taken their own lives t 


the 18th century witch 


cnminal records, Dut the Enlighten! 
that many of the old practices that had § 


with peopie Old wives tar 


raft Degan 


ible had 
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jes and folklore stu! exist 
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but they are just echoes of a ume 
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real power to the ghoul next co 
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‘Important texts 


Ho m q The majority of cunning-folk were literate to some cegre 
and clients would expect them to have a vanety of boo" 

° 
of grimoires ready to be consulted in reality it was 90 


guaranteed that the cunning folk would understand ™ 
ed These texts 


of a ™ than a fraction of what they cc 
@ Latin and containing various symbols and diagrams. § 
ai to religious books such as the 3 


woman 


The tools of the trade 


for a folk healer Jj 
England, 17th century Mirror or glass 


her clients to do the work for them. to identify 
a thief or person who had bewitched them, the 


Cunning-folk were in existence from at least the 
14th century, but by the 17th century they were a cunning-person would ask the afflicted to look 
staple part of English life Considered a blessing into a reflective surface and say what or who 
_ they saw there This was particularly suc cessful 
if the client already had a preconceived idea of 
hem harm 


who might want to cause t 


by those who used their services and a plague 
by social commentators of the day, 


it was estimated that one could not 
CO , 
go more than ten miles <A ~ =~ 
vy < 


without coming across a Sl 6 0 ‘ 
practicing cunning-man or 5 ‘ ow 0O ME 
/ now this? 


woman in some parts of 


\ ON . 
\ \ Witch bottle 
g ' Considered safer than confronting 2 


wcunning 
suspected witch. this was a service that 


j/ Sources tor the work and activites 
j 


England, meaning most / 
would have met one at f rath troun the Yoth century onwards are vane! 
vould | one < 
Nd somnetHn theting. Commentators of (De } a cunning- woman could provide after 
some point dav suk Reainakt Scot tobn Melton and Phomas diagnosing bewitchment. The bottle 
Well] known for their Couper among otk ve then personal experience J } often made from stoneware, would be 
: \ " nies on the cunning talk opening ay / filled with urine, hair and nail chppings ; 
healing skills, they \ then areas and while hese can he contr wih 108 from the victim, along with pins thorns , : 
were often called on \ \e" alered by personal opinion. there ts rises / or iron nails. It was sealed then buried Ss A 
the tt wats sey or heated, the aim to cause pain to the : ’ 
<SC 255 \ e's Kirin cut rectats, New speIper fe : es 

during times of sickness. ee mohtet accounts that prwale a witch, forcing them to break their hold on 5 a 

\ 4 03 Ag 
Love magic was also \ , wealth OC indermanhion On tlnse the victim . 
particularly popular with he Raracters r . 

“ c " 
curious young women wanting N — a od > 
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help conceiving or to know the 
identity of a future husband Others 
came wanting help identifying a thief and 
recovering stolen property and even, in some 


locating hidden treasures Although often Written charms 


—” 


cases 
jumped together with witches, cunning-folk 
Cunning-women were often cailed 
were actually the anti-witch, and one of their upon to provide charms to protect 
most called upon skills was that of diagnosing and ward off trouble, frequently 
provided in a written form. Ranging 


in complexity from a short popular oe 


bewitchment and un-witching the victims. 
one of the gospels to more 


section of 

elaborate pleas for protection, these 

were worn on the person or concealed 
the home person was guilty 


Unlike witches, cunning-folk were never 
Bible and key 
A popular method used Dy 2 
to idenufy a thief or wrong-doer for 4 

the names of several suspects were writter 


pursued with any great enthusiasm by 
authorities, and although some of their practices, 
such as the location of treasure, were punishable 


reby identifying tne Iprit 
edy ic yilig tile Culp nning- woman 
ent 


r 


under witchcraft legislation, they were never ; 
Se 
prosecuted in great numbers. The line between ’ { , on paper and put in 4 of 
on p rand pu turr » tne end ofa 
cunning-woman and witch was sometimes thin, key. The key was then placed on an op 
however, and there was little help for those n the first psalir 
‘ ud The book and key 
UK f the named person was guilty 


against who popular opimion turned 


/ , i / a , a? : 
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Payment | 
Make standard charters (he Cunning z 
wownhan) was Fons 2 Dustiiess beceniitg i 
payrtent a athe: money oo hind for (het ! 
services Fortune telling b Wht wou few | 
pence a tine whereas thefl detection 
cova be charged at several shilling E 
depending on what was being located ~ . | 
: Sign of other | 
. i : 
occupation | 
a] 
Most cunning-folk had a mundane { 
occupation alongside their magical } 
‘ r work Far from being the case that 4 
) ; — she could not support herself through mY | 
Es < G ca this, the cunning-woman’s work could > 
‘ , sy . be more lucrative than thei traditional 
=. employment, which was often kept up 


to maintain respectability 


}low do we know this? Sieve and shears 
res tn the work and activities of cunmingtolk from the One popular request 
WOTAN was fort 


of the local cunmg 
ite 


lel to locate eithe: lost oF 
Molen property on more aintuty 


stud sentpetion othe Cire 


4 R tile a> Regttiatd Soot Joba Melton and 


ousiv the 


their pet Halexpenenoe and 


location of Iditen treasure Ve 


reve ane 
the <ine ard while ws Was POCONO He tMod | 


sed for 


His bre rast sil ender perwmal opinion Chere t (hese Lisks The siewe was balanced atop ‘ > 
‘ \ ; ia Hewepaper and parplilet accouat the points of he shears and the question bs / 
TOL ovide a wealth df information on then hata tet of the guilt or otherw es 


of seven al pec pie 
thei tur AL the none of the thief. the 


weve would spin and identity the culprit 
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a witch's 
« in a famous 


This image of 
Black Pullet 


pat 
talisman app* 
grimorne rithed the 


ince the concepts and practice of 
witchcraft date to classical antiquity, 
it follows reasonably that those 

who have concocted potions 
chanted incantations, and cast spells 
wat history should record their methods and 


through 


maiongs for themselves and future generations 
While accused witches of the Middie Ages and 
early modern period were convenient scapegoats 


targets for hunters who used them to explain the 


organs of famine, pestilence, disease and other 
trosfonune. they evidently were literate, capable of 
Serher reading and wniting or availing themselves 
of sctibes of associates who performed these 
services Its esumated that roughly 80 percent of 
eccused witches in l6th-i6th-century Europe were 


women, offer: old poor and sometimes unattractive 
yin app noe Remarkably so-called witches 


were also proneers in medicine, chemistry, and 


ther dincaptines who managed to preserve their 


exnowiedge their witcheraf m writing 


Tit Rey ptians and Greeks laid down liturgy 


re on papyrus, referencing spells that 


ed “an Ofenng of frankincense’ of the placing 


wTupted and pure’ child in a trance 


Witches have recorded their spells and incantations 
and referred to them throughout history as ancient 
4 texts survive to influence modern practices 


tp — SH = SHE Written by Mike Haskew ee oe 


before a glowing fire. Dating to the Ith century, the 
Picatroc was originally written in Arabic, confirming 
the precept that witchcraft transcends cultural 
boundanes, and its more than 400 pages include 
some concoctions with disgusting ingredients 
along with spells, focusing on astrological energy in 
the pursuit of knowledge and power Similarly, the 
Galdraboék onginated in Iceland in the 16th century 
and contains contributions from numerous witches 
Its 47 spells include runes purported to harbour 
supernatural! attributes, and much of its content 
relates to physical healing for such conditions 
as fatigue, headaches, sleeplessness, as well as 
childbirth pain 

Although its exact date of origin is unknown, 
The Sworn Book of Honortus is venfied to have 
exasted during the Mth century Its oldest preserved 
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“Witches were pioneers 


and other disciplines who managed to | 
preserve their knowledge in writing’ 


manuscript dates to 1347 The work opens witt 
a stinging rebuke of the Roman Catholic church 
and its text that supposedly assists in the practice 
of necromancy, or communication with the dead 
Witchcraft lore explicitly speafies that only three 
copies of The Sworn Book of Honorius can be 
produced, that anyone who possesses one of these 
and is unable to find a suitable heir must take the 
text to their grave, and that those who ascribe to 
its teachings are required to refrain from keeping 
company with women 

Tangible evidence points to a substantial body of 
written witchcraft teachings that span the period 
fromm ancient tines through the early modern 
penod. Many of these have been exhaustively 
studied both for their genuine onginal purpose and 
their historical significance 
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In medicine, chemistry, 
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Vision, 6 6 4 
’ an ™ ‘ _ £7. a «a0 . 
mysterious Volumes 
bes and sizes, from 
ieechbooks dealing with common tnaladies, tO 
grimoires instructing how to summon demons 


Spellbooks come ii all si 


ind Lare Antiquity Greco 


Roman intluen 
The best-known book of Its 


type. Bards Lec bbook dates 


The word grimoire to the 9th century, and a 
comes from a French ingle manusenpt, housed 
- truct.ons figure of speech 9 the Bnitish Library in 
mans and meaning ‘hard to London survives Divided 
i understand’ Into two sections. the 
¢ first dealing with external 
rid! maladies and the second with 
internal conditions. the leechbook 
* offers practical Cures fol headaches 
d C shingles and aching feet 
ponent ota Medieval witches used sigils as representations 
nee 1 acros of angels and demons that they might call upon, 
the ’ ind the gnmoire The Lesser Key of Solomon tists 


sons representing the hierarchy of hell and 


1ULi> 1&) 


ther corresponding sigils. Presenung i demons 


Ke) cig)! was thought to provide the witch with some 


iba 


mi 
peril 
———9———__- 

Sometime during the late 1940s, Gerald 
Gardner, the acknowledged father of Wicca 
wrote his Book of Shadows, subsequently 
introducing it to the members of his Bricket 
Wood coven While Book of Shadows ts a tenn 
generally used to describe a witch 5 personal 
volume containing ther own inc antavons 
and rituals, Gardner contended that his book 
included information he had been given as a 
member of the New Forest coven decades 
earher along with his own contributions 

Although he asserted that sections of the 
book had their ongins Wn early witchcraft 
historiography, sections were actually 
attributable to other books as well, such as 
the Key of Solomon, a text probably from the 
Renaissance, the Gaspel of the Wituhes written 
by Charles Godfrey Leland and purported to 
be the religious book of an italian coven and 
trom the writings of poet Rudyard Kipling 
and occult practioner and magician Alester 
Crowley Doreen Vahente, tugh pnestess of 
the Bricket Wood coven, made significant 
alterations to Gardner s book after questioning 
its authorship 

Gaidner stated that witches had been 
protiited from putting thew rtuals and 
NCaNtations if wilting in warer times due 
te tear of persecution, but they later began 
dow so The publication of Gardner's Sook of 
Shadows spurred greater interest im Wicca anid 
the notion of such books has become a staple 
ot populay cutture 
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Practising the witcl , - 


wa revelves anand 4 
he wi ah ihe devil and the ability to cast 
,° adit the haiaie, heal she sick, and place 
| wes! arreal, accuRtigvtiches were 


After hws 
ren haven inerrowation Alte far tute 


te 
psene were extracted under duress, and 
hey were giten haved atronigly Of eiaaent ict, 
ranging fram fying on brevis, poles or animals 
to meetings with the devil Involving seduction, 
debauched sftual wes, and selling of souls If 


exchange for dark powers Accused witches were 


and searched for marks an their 


( i afi, 4 ur ’ 
S Peis “et Uf 


adder (i milk and then drinking the i 
concuetion supposedly cured stomack me 2,41, h7 4 
iriceors, while an ounce of trailing arbutis = WA / cif , Uh SCHA / r 
leaves in bottling water, taken several | haan ae 

? a, 


Aff a 
[ IL} Meted Heieyeen) 
etrange 
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j hot ‘ 
" Children Uh 
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times a day, cured kidney stones, 
Perhaps the most infamous of Bnglatd's 
witch trails wae that of the Pendie Witches - 
in Lancashire in the aummer of 1612, Nine 
wornen and (we ieniwere hanged, and the 
entire affair began with a curse. A young 
woman elther Geawed of asked to purchase 
pins from 4 leeal peddiet. After she was 
Sse pefused, the peddler suffered a 


; Sitti / , , ' 
C Anpired lin Yel ofa dead , 
Wea, 


Y Uanipulated the weathop 
lo produce vain op SMove 


bodies, signe the individual was the =. 
deviia wwe, enw, tte, The woman confessed 
Witches would cast spells / i N\O\, that she had sold her soul to Oo } 

far many purposes, fem eg \y Satan and asked the Devil to Caused an individual 0 

finding hyve te improving / Witches wete cripple the peddier, Ciirses suffer nightmare 

financial ot social position, { / blamed for anything ranged ftom simple to 

punishing hein bog \ from crop failures to pe a eae just ® (last a love spell to wip 

removing waits, 4 Spit of saliva, a written , 

willing to pay might ws settles ath / note later burned, clay the heart of a ma ] 

purchase a spell fora geod = \ x figures or dolls, or 4 — , 

harvest. Conversely, witches =. ; lerigthy ritual, spanning iD (_ursed enemies with continul 

were also accused of murdets, me. “ee,  « several days. had fas 

including the deaths of children, “= Despite this, witches were 

During (he Middle a migtiificant consulted for their clairvoyance or b Des ae oy 
a precognition, One Englishvwitch, Mother ® Provided protection from diseases 


climatic cooling period occurted~ witches were 
blamed forccrop failures, pandemic disease, and 
any Wicreases in criminal activity that followed, 
Atter the Mack Death swept through Burope in 
the 14th century and decimated villages, the 
attitude toward witches shifted from curiosity 
and talerancve to feat and persecution 
Curing any ailments from cancer to halitosis 
and poleon ivy were other comin practices 
undertakeo by witches, Simmering the fresh 
Toat ot 4 degtoeth violet or the tongue of at 


Shipton of Knareshoroigh, Yorkshire, is 
believed to have predicted the invention 
of trains, planes, automobiles, and 

the telegraph centuries before they 
appeared, Amulet and charjns were 
alo believed to be effeetive protection 
Carried ar hung in windows, these 
consiated of bags of herbs, sigits, of 
miniature everyday ites suc hi as 


2 Rid neighbour of an 
wnwanted hyshand 
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pred a lost chject 
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Witches are blamed for the 
burning down of a hous 


fails or Horseshoes 


ae “3 ? 


Dead Cat 


In Burops the custom of placing 4 dead cat 
within the walls of a house persists to this day 
While serving as ak xod Juck charm. the cat's 
remains are also believed by some to repel or 
jure a Witch away from the premises Although — ! 
some have asserted that cats were once walled in 
alive {xensic es idence of dned carcasses suggest 
that the placement yccurred after the animal had | 
died. Dead rodents or birds have been discovered | 


| 


along with the cats as well 


Also known. as a witch's stone these were stones 

: that protruded {rom the chtmneys of homes. 

: Theit aetna purpose was probably to prevent 

_ Water from running into the house between 
~ the thatched roof and stone chimney. however, 
through the years the stones became associated 
with witches flying about during their returns 

r from meetings with the Devil. They supposedly 

Tested on the seats. In the absence of the stones. 

the witches might descend the chimney and 

€3'se turmoil in the home. 
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rotection from maleficiun 


Elf Arrow 


The ancient elf arrow. actually an arrowhea 
made by Neolithic peoples, was beheved to have: | 
been used by elves to hunt cattle and inflict 
pains, called elfshot, on humans. However 
when recovered they could be used as charms 

or amulets, often worn around the neck and 
adorned with silver, to ward of witches. Elf 


arrows were never to be sought, but were found} 


in unusual places. They were to be protected 
from sunlight to prevent their falling into the 
hands of witches and used for evil purposes 


Typically made of brightly coloured glass. these 


rical objects were popularised during the 


sphe 
les were crudely made, 


Middle Ages. Early examp 
but by the 19th century their production was 
improved with higher-quality glass. Sometimes 

hung in an eastern window or suspended by a 

thread, they warded off witches or trapped them 
inside the orbs. Folk tales suggest that witch balls} 
also protected the dwelling from the curse of the } 
evil eye. The balls were sometimes filled with } 
ror salt to increase effectiveness ) 
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Witch Botile 


Che wiic! 


provided a means off ny 2 Spen C4 

an adversanal wit Omen prey 4 
1 , ainect re! 

mother witct or folk heal A ie ‘ 


contained the victims hair, 1 41] 


urine, and possibly rosemary Den! 
pins, and red wine Buried al! farthes! Come: 
heart 


witeh 00! 


itch rating 


of the victim's property beneath ! 
some other nondescript location, the 
dly irritated the offending wi 


suppose 
point that they woul { remove the spel 


Rowan wo 


In Britain the rowan tree was said to be the 

tree from which the Devil hanged his mother 
Planted near the front door of a home or 
elsewhere on the property, if was Consl dered a 
powerful deterrent against witches. The physical 
appearance of the rowan, 4 five-pointed star or 
pentagram on each berry and a vivid red colour 
was believed the source of its strength. Crosses 
were sometimes made of rowan wood and worn 
for personal protection. Pieces of rowan were also 


attached to cattle 
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East, with many 


L: believing sorcerers can /- } 
summon djinn to do / ; 
their bidding / Jf» 
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Djinn are so much more than wish-granting, : 
lamp-inhabiting genies, especially as far aS 
Arabian and Islamic mythology is concerned e: 
He 54 Wien by Poppy Joy Palmer =e HE 


» hen translated into English, 
djinn means ‘hidden from 
sight’ or ‘the hidden ones’, so 
naturally there's still a lot of 

\e 

Lf mystery surrounding them. 
Anglicized as ‘genies’ and Romanized as ‘djinn’, 
djinn are supernatural creatures (categorized as 
spirits and demons) that played a large part in 
Arabian and later Islamic mythology. 


deities became more important. Djinn 

may have been worshipped but they were also 
feared and thought to be the cause of a variety 
of diseases and mental illnesses, with the 
mentally ill being described as ‘majnun’, Arabic 


pre - for ‘djinn-possessed’. 
7 a | As far as Islamic theology is concerned, 
x. a djinn has two definitions, the first being an 
" ifaie. Z aa 4) object that human sensory organs cannot 
\s ne bi ¥ detect, including angels, demons and the 
r= we a 
a = ‘ Pa 
oes 27 a ee : ; an 
JN y: ae aa ‘ 
| SF Be awe « 
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“Djinn may have been worshipped, but 
they were also feared” 


interior of human beings, and the second being 
an invisible entity created from smokeless fire by 


Solomon was gifted by God to be able to talk to 
were originally sent to live in harmony with 


A lot of Arabian people worshipped djinn anal aga aN 
like gods during the Pre-Islamic Bs SM peng = 
period, but unlike gods djinn . battle the djinn. : elation 
were not regarded as being aes See 
immortal. Though the exact Even in \ chance at salvation. 
origin of djinn remains / modern times \ Paes ep 
Sian y EBYI downgraded from deities to 
began as malevolent spirits \ believe sleep } regular spirits. They were 
of desertsandunclaan \ \ paralysis is caused ] /” placed on the same level as 
places who could take \ \ by.dijinn attacks ag ym tte I, 
animal form. Others think = \.\ TA to God's judgement, and 

they were originally pagan Oo ee to attain futures in Paradise or 
deities that fell from grace as other SS Hell. When Islam began to spread 


outside of Arabia into Africa, Turkey, Iran 
and India, beliefs about the djinn also began to 
develop as they reached different communities. 
Persians likened djinn to the Daeva from 
Zoroastrian lore and believed they could possess 
humans. Moroccans believed this too and devised 
rituals to exorcize them. But all depictions of djinn 
shared certain similarities: they lived in human- 
like societies, where they ate and drank, practiced 
teligion, had families and experienced emotions. 
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Rosicrucianism \ 
declined in \ 
popularity during the 
I7th century due to the 
* le \ European intellectual / 


Pee \ movement, the 
AX Enlightenment / 
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This emblematic image of 

the Invisible College of the 

Rosy Cross emerged in 1618 
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Rosicrucianism 


When ancient manifestos telling of a secret 
brotherhood emerged after being ‘hidden’ for 
decades, a new spiritual movement began 


. 4 gt) Written by David Crookes Se 4 fro =e 
-*uropecin the early P/U century wa From that pointon you can take much of thi to In the text), was said to have studied under 
Hota happy place Tt was a continent ongin story with a pinch of salt kor while the ectet Arabian masters of the occult arts, and he ts 
, marked by religious divisions and first of these manifestos, the Fama Fraternitat understood to have built up an enviable knowledge 
7 Hithoal state which would escalate of the Meritorious Order of the Rosy Cross, was a of physics, mathematics, magic and Kabbalah 
i, info the bloody Thitty Yeats: Wat revelation to all who teadl of learned about tt 
that led to eight million lives berg lost It was heralded as 4 hoax. a joke ot English philosopher, 


mere allegory, depending on the scientist, statesman 
and author Francia 
ynterpretation. almost from the Bacon is alleged to 


At the same time. it was a pertod of 


great change During the century 


nodety) | osophy and science lene) start Hut thats not to say it have had 
Ra eITS DNORCERIY. Atte SCS Key to Hany } foll connections with 
emerged thanks to wpressive 7 ‘ Gidn t have Many followers of Rosic 

i / Rosicrucianism ysicrucianism 


thinkers such as Newton believers or (hat it wasn'teven 
is the belief that 


and Descartes: But were leginmate Quite the opposite 


| : | 
these men also members followers are party to It was viewed as another 
of the spiritual ovement life-changing secrets path to enlightenment and 
Rosicrucanism? Some have \ that ot iginated in ' many saw it as a way forward 
dso by | ve oman wy f for intellectual, social, religious 
wud so but alas. we may an ient times 7 BK 


never know and political reform 


There area great many stones The Fama Fratermitatts told of 


Nd myths about Rosicrucianism 4 poor German doctor and myst 


Hot least those which surround its ongins philose ypher alled Chostian Rosenkreuz 

What we know to be true however, ts that in 1614 who. it was claimed, had travelled across 

IN the Holy Roman f npire state of Hesse Kassel Damascus, byypt and Morocco towards Jerusalem 

located in present-day Germany, the first of two at the turn of the 15th century ina bid to learn the 

anonymously published manitestos was published sceult secrets of the universe, obtain true wisdom 

that would cause a huee sti not least because and discover the elixir of lite 

they apparently shed hight ona supposed sectet Over the course of his journey Rosenkreuz 

brotherhood that no-one had heard of before (or Father Brother CRC as he was reterred 

5 
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: The Rose Cross, otherwise known as the . - 
; Rosy Cross, was said to have been created ) Johann 
‘| by Christian Rosenkreuz, the founder of Vinose Men wen Valentin 
Rosirucianism But since we know Rosenkreuz to be good 
to be fictional, we can suppose it was actually joct fetermined to heal Andreae, who wrote 
the work of whoever produced the manifestos } far fr reed Chymical Wedding of | 
| that underpinned the movement PRES Ee) Senet soe Rat, 
a Shas Gea Ona eutiel et tecantall to Wear only. the dress of Christian Rosenkreuz, : 
embeds it with a rose at its center, and it clearly the country they were in, t said Rosicrucianism ' 
marnes well with Christian Rosenkreuz’s name ntinue the order by finding was an object 


What it actually symbolizes is open to debate, 
although some posit that the cross represents 
the human body and the rose the unfolding 

consciousness of individuals ensure that the Fraternity would 


ne worthy to succeed of fun led the Chymical 


themselves after death and. t 


The Rose Cross has also come to represent remain secret for ION v ) 1s 
silence and salvation for some, while others oC gee ee OO years Intluentvial. Again, there wer 
See it as symbol of human reproduction being But while it was suggested that Rosenkreuz of sorts to Chnshanity, not least in the 
elevated to the spiritual, with the rose being himself had scribed the words, squirrelling the division of the story into Seven Days. mu 
female and the cross male resulting manuscnipt away only for it be discovered like Genesis There 1s also a nod to the 
cers arcaeaoe knee later, only fundamentalists really took 1t literally Father of Lights—a phrase that appears 
as the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, 1 believed the man actually existed. The rest saw _in the book of James in the King Jame 
an otgarusation which was devoted to the Fama Fraternitatis as an allegoncal manuscript, Bible along with nine Lords—and tt is n 
study and practice of the occult from 1887 to although some have also come to believe that the coincidence there are nine books in the 


1903. It stil forms part of the emblems of the Order of the Rose Cross may have been a disguise New Testament So while Andreae said 
Rosicrucian Fellowship and the Ancient Mystical 
for another secret movement 

Order Rosae Crucis, or AMORC 

, In any case, the point of Rosicrucianism was that 
it shed light on an ancient world order, blending 
science alchemy, arts and mysticism with an 
emphasis on acquired knowledge as a way for 
mankind to move forward. Like Kabbalah it pointed 


to one truth, told via the use of vanous symbols 
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and metaphors 
Fama Fraterntatis explored philosophy, religion 
ynd ethics and this was furthered in the second 
manifesto. Confessio Fraternitatis (The Confessio) 
in 1615 which not only explicitly stated it was 
ommunicating “by parables® but said Rosenkreuz s 
knowledge had been imparted on him by angels 
ind spirits 


t cemented the esoteric order in the minds of 


— 
“2 


ee 
= 


many, and the fact that they were ‘con ealed from 


the average man’ and able to “provide insight into 
nature the physical universe and the spiritual 


realm’ helped make them feel attractive I 


Wa mfort in the belief that the movement 
heavily pre-dated contemporary times, even If il 
did not Addit the mystery was the claim that e . 
Brother Rosenkreuz was laid to rest in Nis own 7) 
14k } nrar . 
inctuary 1n 1484 aged 106—a vault said to contai! CAN 
many ci nd be lit in inne me | 
a 4 
hy hal! iv! th is found ina rect LA 
tate 1 plese Wor ( ws tat lf { “ 
The grave of Christian 
t Rosenkreuz, depicted as the 


Philosophers’ Mountain 


wis Meanwhule 


fone Michael Maren who 


the hk ye 


cad) COUp ones are 


wnothinace, Che Mays of 


hed inde? 
Peypuan and 
Ponda the Pythagoreans and the Arabs” 
Such deep inspiration anda 
revelatory world view won the 
movement many followers and they 
Numbered some hygh profile thinkers 
Helhas the English philosopher and 
crentuist Francis Bacon avhe some 
vgnie may also have been behind the 


ob Ol and lots) Anyone 


HA hes tars 
Whe took the teachings on board 
would feel speciaband part of a select 
elite by the fact that they were hooking 


ith ormething deemed revelatory There ts 
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was fictional 


Rosenkreue \ 


religions 


re ie 


“Rosicrucianisn a shed light Eon af pee a“ ie 
order, ble nding SCIENCE, arts 


Th WO Hr Gan object ad ieattrartion tn beh ftosicl I 
i the poarts that une opening tnyisibl vac tha f x7 
HUTS OT Revste nv awete cleat fo put things rieht 
Kenben Clymer a former Supreny Chis concept is what Ad to have led t 
Crane) Master ob the Ebaternitias Hera formation of the Invisible ley hich ! wn 
Cre de ariel anthrone Pek ; j rr “irsor BrOUD | a r ciet ‘| \ 
Hivn bines published in W965. sald the Rosierucian principles steel | people t 
Hee combined ritopman vould | slate lightened 
Many concepts and esalerk preadit ind shar 
dea Ta, Upon re aa he arts and 
wrnbotern ane Maier's natural serence The Invisibl 
Paracebaan principles Silentium Post College fol wed the - 
eleiians Clamores claimed aii ‘i ‘ine 
eh. Rosicrucianism to a a lade : 
6 eae be drawn from an Re eC 
enanssance and eternal philosophy vases Naerictaineste 
Rose ticians would study underlying all io be an outgrowth of 
Rosicrucanism Indeed, the 


English essayist Thomas D 


Quincey believed the movement 


influenced Freemasonry When it armved 


nmole 


in England, Prominent Rosicrucian Elias Ashi 
jomned the Freemasonry on 16 Or tober 1646 and, 7 
1750. there was a teference to English Freemasons 
having copied some Rosterucian ceremonies 

What this points to 


leading to secret soceues 


however, ts Rosicrucianism 
rather than starung 

of Rosenkreu 
claims of a brotherhood that met behind ¢ 


as one For while the story « makes 
losed 
doors and remained hidden trom society, it 1s more 
likely that Rosicrucianism formed in the early 17th 
ery much out in the 


century and that it did so \ 


open given that published work of that natu 


iv 


difficult to keep under wraps 


ts and mystic 


Johannes Valentinus Andreae 
the German theologian 
who claimed authorship of 
the Chyenical Wedding of 
Christian Rosenkreuz 
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Vondoolats 
believe there are 
two works: the visible 
and the invisible, of 
the natural and the 


supernatural 


An altar highlighting the African and Burpesn x; @ 
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ew Orleans is an American city 
unlike any other. Famous for its 
cuisine, music and festivals, in the 
late-20th century it came to be 
: known widely as ‘the Big Easy’, 
reflecting the locals’ penchant for a good time 
and unruffled nature. But New Orleans’ past asa 
center for the slave trade and its Jurid associations 
with voodoo-many think it an evil cult—means 
the Crescent City (another nickname bestowed 
Upon the place) boasts a darkness few other cities 
) the nation can match. Chicago and New York 
iad their gangsters, Los Angeles its movie stars, 
but New Orleans boasted a secret world primed by 
~upematural energy, a land of voodoo kings and 
GHEENS, people to be respected and sometimes 


feared, A tormenting hex can be worse than a 
belly full of lead. , 
Almost everything we know about voodoo 
usually comes from films, and Hollywood has 
been very selective about which aspects of tlie 
religion to focus on, misrepresenting rites and 
rituals as something heathen and blasphemous 
sometimes involving human sacrifice gatarie, 
black magic and~in the Haitian vétsion 
zombies, those brought back fromthe grave 
and forced to work on the plantations and do 
their master's bidding, their souls trapped, their 
bodies controlled by a wicked bokor. Voodoo 
as represented in the movies is tantamount to 
devil-worshipping. The secretive bayou setting, 
the rhythmic pounding of drums, the crackle 
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isin from Hai ian vodou, . 
un, and is distinguished by \ 
innovations ard Tituals 
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of torchlight, shadowed bodies swaying in 
blasphemous displays of demonic possession, led 
fevered imaginations to interpret these things as 
sacrilegious 4if@s. In Christian minds, voodoo is 
Saigmi@and cloSely associated with witchcraft, 


MMecomMAncy and other black arts. HP Lovecraft 


wrote in The Call of Cthulp(¥928), that the 
sinister cult at the center of his tale was “more 
diabolic than even the blackestof the African 
voodoo circles.” Very often, voodoo's political 
and spiritual roots are ignored in favour of racist 
prejudice and plain ighoranee, 

As with Haitian yodow, Louisiana voodoo's 
roots lie in the grotesque slave tade and the 
African diaspora, Forcibly exiled from their 


homelands and treated as Subhuman, they ‘vere 
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about heaven and hell, salvation or damnation. 
Haitian vodou and, by extension, Louisiana 
voodoo is far more interested in a cyclical 
relationship between life and death, with a focus 
On metempsychosis (the transmigration of the 


To this day. 
4 focal point for African-American 
culture and celebration 


etemains ° pa 


iandes 

elet ] a prime source of 

Vodun. Haitian vodou 

100 are essentially about healing 
transcendence The emphasis 

ating song and dance into 
1 medium and vessel for 
g with |v ind the dead 


4 entered different termtones 


- the act of 


ast of South America 
anations 1n ntuals and 
listinct regional offshoots to 
Halt, creator: t 
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meaning good god) and the 
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A window display in the 
famous French Quaiter in New 
Orleans showing the crass 
commercialisation of voodoo 
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ng int | De 
Paraphernalia, above all others, was seized upon 
1S an abomination with exclusively malevolent 
intentions the voodoo doll 

There is 4 historical basis for the voodoo 
dolls bad reputation, though one subsequently 
aggrandised Associated with curses manipulation 
and bad vibes, this totem springs from the Fon 
people of Benin and has been linked to Kongo's 
nkisi (plural. minkisi), which means “things which 
do things” Minkisi are containers housing spirits of 
the dead and can be used by the living for a host 
of reasons (including harming people) In Haitian 
vodou, these figurines are known as pwen. Voodoo 
dolls became a prominent-1f misunderstood - 
1con in Louisiana voodoo tn large part due to the 
most famous voodoo queen of all. Mane Laveau, 

a devout Catholic and voodoo practitioner who 
helped the religion take some interesting turns 
As voodoo made landfall in North America 
Native Amencan influences, European black magic 


4100000 
trweir nm the 
religion have heer 
gleatly abused by 


Hollywood movies 
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J tattooed former Pand sailot 
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ould heal those 
4) Fred 


Orleans and 


, ' Yel ‘ 1 
Was Primany Atro and healing Its said he 


id ts connected to and based on the of death Born in 19 


New 


crating a 


VerRe Staten moved 


“4d hit 


which featured 


from Elaith to 
Midnite 
set 
tt 


him biting the heads of 


styl iself Papa 


ea powerful and influential Stage routine 


Orleans, developing and promoting we chickens durne 


the traditions into the wider commumty including rituals, earning the sobriquet Chicken Man) Thi 
the white elites of society She 1s responsible commercialisation of Hartian vodou and Louisiana 
for the t the voodoo doll, the voodoo ended up a racket praying upon 
gions Move into superstiuon gullible folk and i New Orleans 
{ens gnis (a West has become primanly a must 
Volot d fora expenence thing for tourtsts 
nan which brings the odoo does not Sales in Mojos, gms ers 
rer luck and protects have a chief spiritual and charm bags known a 
m from harm). worship leader, main holy site, ouanga became a means of 
Grand Zompdi (not { easy money at extoruonate 


any sacred texts nor 


% Confused with zombie re “ae sums Its along time since 

tsa snake pod, the « Tpent religious artifacts the controversial Mane | AVCAau 
epresents the spintual balance commanded huge audiences 
between genders between sacred in Congo Square or the shoreline 
knowledge and worship) The origin of Lake Pontchartrain, said to be it 


name ha 


been attributed to Mane then thousands 


WEIN Python -Zombr but there are arguments it How many identify their rehpion as New 
Ngs trom the Bantu word Nzambi- the serpent Orleans/Louistana voodoo today js in the 
deity Either Way, bod CONStrictors be Ww part of thousands at most, maybe two or three > 
walt OUulsiana voodoo per cent of aizens, and mostly centered 


und the ward Away trom the 


7th 


A 19th century engr: Wing 
atteaen ritual, whereupon 
Worshippers enter a trance: like state 


depicting tounst traps and sensationalist 


movies, there remain those who take 


voodoo senously and respectfully 


Nhe founding of the Voodoo 
Spiritual Temple in 1990 served to 
carry on the tradinons handed down 
showcasing the great spirituality at 
di 


of misinformation 


the heart of mand reclaimed 
it from decades 


propaganda and he 
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‘Voodo0’s musical 
influence 
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References to Louisiana voodoo and hoodoo 
appeared early on in blues tunes by Robert 
Johnson, a guitarist and singer said to have sold 
his soul at a crossroads. Yet is might be surprising 
to discover voodoo has influenced not just jazz 
and the bives, but everything from rock ‘n’ roll to 
heavy metal. Audiences screamed with delight 
and some were outraged, when Elvis Presley 
swayed his hips with abandon, or the times Jerry 
Lee Lewis smashed the keys of piano like he 
was possessed In a way, they were very much 
possessed, by the rhythm of the beat and the 
energy conjured by music, giving in to the pnmal 
urge to let go and lose oneself to dance. Music 
theorists and anthropologists have noted vodou's 
debt to 20th century pop, and the origin of the 
word ‘rock’~as in rock music—itself is derived 
from the West African ‘rak’ 
Blues musicians such as Muddy Waters 
were influenced southern church groups, and 
this fed into the era of white boys taking the 
blues and transforming it into rock, with famed 
Buitarists Eric Clapton, Keith Richards and others 
constantly name-checking the Deep South as its 
inspiration. Screamin’ Jay Hawkins went one step 
further, by incorporating voodoo imagery into his 
act, and wrote a hoodoo-themed classic, / Put 
@ Spell on You. We've vodou to thank for rock 
Stars going wild on stage and embracing the beat 
with a fervour with echoes of religiosity to it. The 
rock star ts much like the voodoo king or 
queen leading the congregation 
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Screamin’ 

Jay Hawkins 
incorporated 
voodoo imagery 
into his live act 
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The voodoo queen 


New Orleans’ most famous daughter reigned over 
the city for decades, with both rich and poor 
seeking her mystic counsel 


oe == SE Written by Martyn Conterio SE ++ 


New Orleans. dunng the 
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<7 . ~ synctetic religions heyday 
@° & A between (he 1820s and 1860s 
q - 


oe was New Oriean No other 


™ - T - ane Laveau wasn't just born 


300 vear existence has so 


vw thy pe 
sented the unique and mystenous vibe of the 
flown nor gripped the public s imagination 
Although her biography is littered with 
ntradk tons and codswallop due to a lack of 
verifiable information. this has only served to keep 
the flame of Mane Laveau burning 1n the Hig Easy 
Wu ther life stor wrapped up in legend 


fabncation and the unknowable that even her birth 
4 lisputed Generally given 4 either 1794 o1 


15 he New York Times 188) obituary marked 


her age at death as 98 meaning she must have 
been born way, way back in 1783 (lO September is 
recognized as Laveau’s birthday) 
The doyenne of voodoo ts an important icon 
of the Crescent City Her family tomb ts visited by 
throngs of people led by tour guides, tributes are 
left at her gravesite and the reputed locanon of her 
ramshackle cottage at Rue St Ann. in the French 
Quarter a hurnble abode built by early settlers from 
wood, is commemorated with a plaque How Mane 
Laveau rose to prominence ts 4 fascinating. albeit 
murky confluence of religion. race. Class, society 
and powet 
Bor to a white man named Charles Laveau 

(a Creole plantation owner) and his mixed 


face mustress. Marguerite Darcantel. said to be 


4100 al ean 


f 


iY MOMENT ‘XW 


J A 
1) 


' 


i |» veadoo Ceremony and the taking by the polis 
| Aacoremontal statue The report does highiight 
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LI) Grand Zombi is a major figure of veneration 
i) Lousiana voodoo who came to prominence 
Charing the reign of Marie Laveau. It is claimed 
to also Nave been the name of Marie Laveau's 
pet snake (described as either a boa constrictor 
Of ball python—the latter being the more likely), 
which she thought would aid in the theatre of 
her ceremony. The serpent took part in one of 
her famous dancing rituals, held every year at 
right on St John’s Eve (23 June) in the bayous or 
on the shoreline at nearby Lake Pontchartrain 

Laveay would take Li Grand Zombi out of a 
bow, let it lick her face (rom which she drew 
power), stand on the box and pass on the 
sake’s power to her eager followers into a 
Cooking pot, voodoorsts would throw offerings 

anything fram food to animals~as Laveau 

chanted, LAppe vini, le Grand Zombi, LAppe 
vin, pou fe gris-gris! (He is Coming, the great 
zombie, he 1s coming to make gris-gris Charms) 
Other times, she would declare the more 
unnerving, Lappe vini, pou fair mourn!’ (We is 
coming to kill) 

A male participant would then hand a small 
coffin to Laveau, and the contents of the boiling 
cauldron would be passed around and supped 
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jee men. slaves and trade An 1886 engraving of the elderly * 
voodoo queen Marie Laveau 
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Laveau s second husband d 
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In voodoo and its 
older incarnations 

the serpent te a holy 
creature, the reverse 
of Chivistianity’s 
teaching about snakes 
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; The voodoo queen hows out NE ft ta 
When Marie Laveau passed away in June 1881 - | ‘ . 
| i i i 
the New York Tenes noted that she was a mystery 
even in her life: “Although Marie Laveau's . vhere bodies Hi ) t wy 
history has been very much sought after, it has j were fipuratively md da 
never been published (_) The secrets of her } 
life, however, could only be obtained by the old | ured gathering the : = ' 
lady herself, but she would never tell the information seemingly testament to Lavedu 43 
? \ smallest part of what she knew by a muxture of bullying 
t} servants with voodoo threat -~- 
or plain old bribery How ~ a 
~» 
jenny she made gains from thi: ‘+ 
iv knowledge is unknown. as she lived 4 
j p t em and her life in the hovel on Rue St Ann and adie 
. . “ 
mes were listened was hardly living it up in one of the atys = 
she ; . ae 
ear or banished with magx grand Spanish mansions ¢ ¢ 
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iway from lund newspaper The first recorded instance of Laveau's \ 
g serpent worship and connection with voodoo occurred in 1850 °: 
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timately emerges from when she and a fellow ‘gens de couleur libre i 
yoth agony aunt and voodoo named Rosine Domumque went to court ] | 
wT nar and skills in dealing — to ask for the return of a statue confiscated 
’ ‘ 
f walks of life during a ritual one that had been raided by 
the law because there were concerns of freed 


New Orleans writer Robert Tallant people mpang with slaves away from Congo 
visits the tomb of Laveau 
Square (the designated spot in the city where 
they were allowed to mingle on Sundays) 
The report is intaguing because tt looks as 
Laveau Was serving as a go-between in the 
community A fine was paid and the statue 
returned, though not to Laveau 
In 1659, she made the papers again in the . 
ty when a complaint was made describing ' é 2 
herasa hag who was disturbing the peace 
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Tarot cards ‘x 
first arrived in 
Europe in the bags of 
Islamic soldiers as they 
invaded Italy, Sicily 
and Spain in the 

\ léothcentury 
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commonly known as readers’ can gail 
i iat into the Dast, present and future 


Interpretations of the meaning e, 
individual tarot cards are stil] dispu 
to this day 
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Py (Our Father), first published in 1899. Mucha reimagined 
: the Lord’s Prayer along occult lines, reinventing it as 
aoe the individual's search for a divine state 


y, 


a‘ 


am $F DBF 
— ~ 1. 


The occult 


oe 
_ | 
~~ + 


~ 14 
Oo. 8 h&» 


we be 8 os A Oe 


a a 
_ 


—sr 
: - 
wiCrDm Le 


= 
2 


res 


lights dimmed on t 
stless mood of the age. ° 
ought, and gurus gathered followers into secret societies 


4S 


j 


; 
{ 


revival 


he 19th century, faith and progress broke lil 
The dead reached out to ay living, 
sacie 


———_ -_- SsS§ ——— — 
— <i Wn en Dy james 
2 Jecame 2am d F 


a je: S * i WDIC % Pra Of Rich Net WOE 


Symbolist \ a 


"movement was an > 
influence on Carl Jung | (Reece S Spa 
and Sigmund Freud, | ycerainty and frustranon Teugsous—seemed uncertain 
who used imagery ] = — 7 + immorality Many were politcal bu e 
\. tounlockthe / ae awe pride eae easiness 
\. unconscious / sani naan a 
é K iu BE eid aie UdiS 2! <r 
a sgn - ie : s ; ; ; a 
af anc among Bnta ie 
camp m tne b Rese3 
ig - a i ed fa as tn << 
g 3 u tyr hore pb} 
aT 4 d elon Tp et a5 7 
Z a de eI and pei ome secret es we em: 
"i ate ne ala % new naginin t cide: — hes ' , 
{ and na LiCisIr Mart: 
7, NES DOSP+ R = 
Cea ‘ vay { ; ad _ 


67 


Ath ee ee 


SN -——__~. 


“SS 
ae 


Obyects. and double exposure to create haunting 
Spet photographs that exposed spectral 
isfors where none had been previously visible 

The fraudulent Spstuaksts had ther 
opponents though and faced condemnation 
from some relgous authonbes were subject 
to wigorous testing by the Socety of Physical 
Research. and were dogged by the dlusionsst 
Harry Houdini, who recognized a perversion of 
hws own craft at work 

Though he was an old fnend of Arthur Conan 
Doyle. Houdiry and Doyle began to trade blows 
m the press as Houdin: Campagned to expose 
Spwtualssts by tounng a stage show in which he 
rephcated thes ticks 
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poster for his medium-busting stage show 
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Jandies about town conjured mythic, folldoric figures in his Unlike earlier orders the focus of the Golder 


Syinbolien was an art stylized, dreamlike work Dawn was on practical magic and ritual and + 


ovement inspired by the Upset by Catholic apostasy provided nat ae ae 
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writer Charles Haudelaire He the growing France with its most dramatic and competitive intellectuals tivived in the 
nanalated Talgar Allan Poe bs characters, often rooted in hierarchy of different ranks and levels, and 
into French and sought to scepticism of the Martinism (a belief that man especially Crowey-had a marvellous time pulling 
Had through his work the Society for Psychical could retum to the spiritual the society apart in 1903 
ar dela the world beyond Research, Sir Arthut state of grace he had enjoyed $? ~¢ ip - Sir % 
ourown with the toutes Conan Doyle leda in the Garden of Eden) , a" it me 5 # Sh \ 
available to this lusty band mass resignation Gnosticism (behef that the f z a ad \ 
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) Henedictine Lay modern occultism, and the flamboyant figure of : 
brother turned mystical joséphin Péladan, who called himself Le Sarthe _— ~~ 
Haveli’ Over Babylonian title for king. Péladan was ostensibly : ‘ \ 
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A séance appears to have 
attracted a ghostly visitor 
1 ven t 
hut dppatel ! | 
itl history ha 
nd jominated by men. Spintualism was increcibl 
popular with women ind many of the practisu 
mediums were female Indeed. the only ¥ ‘ the idea of “survivals” in 1871, pr 


mentioned so far-Helena Blavatsky~ started that folklore, ritual and superstition was in 
fact a remnant of earlier belief systems. Tylor’s 
theory prompted a flurry of folklore collection 
and study, most infamously in 13 volumes of 

Sir James Frazer's The Golden Bough: A Study 

in Comporative Religion, which were published 
between 1892 and 1913. (It was re-subtitled A 
Study in Magic and Religion in its second and 
subsequent editions.) 

Frazer's hastily drawn conclusions and 
cherry-picking research would prove profoundly 
influential in underscoring the alleged 
commonalities of pre-Christian mythology, and 
through the so-called 
“survivals”, inviting 
occultists to 
recreate “old 
religions ”— 
some of which 
never really 
existed or 


about which = b 

archaeologists ae 
Pe 

still know ‘Ce / 


precious little ' 


iS a Spiritualist 
For many though, spiritualism 


for 


Charles conjures up one name, that 
Henry Allan most ardent evangelist. Sip Arthut 
Bennett was Conan Dovie 

more interested in Phough his forthnght 
enlightenment, and position on the supernatural 
established the first dealt a hammer blow to ht 


credibility later int eer Wn 


Buddhist mission 
in Britain t least. there Was Little triarkabi 


the yntext of the late LOTh century 


Scottish 


anthropologist Wout wey 
Sir James George “WP mn 
Frazer, author of J 

The Golden Bough 
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Hypnatic Seance by Richard 
Bergh shows a hypnotist at 
work in front of a rapt audience 
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be classified  / Me 
as dernons 


Demons are often depicted in 
Christian ar, bike in this painting 
of Saint Francis by 17th century 
attist Antorio Busca 


a” a nd lke a made-up Hogwarts class rather see the language of exorcism in the 
be] eve s tar More to demonology than New Testam , 1c 
4 NOs ) ke New Testament as et » TO) 7 
' grabs i 4s Metaphors for modern St Michael subdues 
Joe ist cover the study healing methods Satan, who Is 
“A + also involves the study of In Buddhism. tt 1s believed t > hell realms usually sean 
5 a anaes pad dhis eved that the hell realm Christianity and 
ie *hods used to summon and control them of rebirth are manned by demons, with a demon Islam as a fallen 
sm demon being pretty common named Mara in charge as chief tempter, that torment angel or djinn 
anc common language sinners, tempt mortals to sin, and attempt to 
2 y constitutes a de has 5 prevent their enlightenment. It was widely 
ecome Couded over the year E ja thought that the imminent decline of 
ennally they are supernatural Babvlonian Buddhism could be brought about 
Her, malevolent being / Stan by demonic influences w he 
g | mythology vy uc influer hen t 
t nto relanons with : religion first reached China in 
‘ ; contained seven evil | 
sman race However n d the Ist century CE. The 1dea of 
2 > . 2 
' { demons are eities known as she du, demons has also been extremely 
3 n anaent Greek or ‘storm-demons, | present in Indian Buddhism 
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Demons play a large part in religion, in both a literal and 
? metaphorical sense. But Muslims, Hindus, Christians 
, and more all have their own interpretations... 


-— ES SOWritten by Poppy-Jay Palmer S4= "= -+- > 


jogy for example the which took the shape y, Unlike other religions, Islam 


Pleo 4 eesle 1) | \ 7 J > ve Cc : Vv 

saimon’ symbolizes a of w inged bulls / doesn't have a doctnnal hierarchy 
¢ Of AIVINe Powe 4 of demonology Some people see 

most common idea of what djinn as demons, but others don't 


specifically iaok like is usually However, certain types of dyinn have 
moocted by Christianity. all cloven been classified within Islam. like Amur. a Djinn 


ms and prtchforks, but demons can be that lives among humans. Shaitan, a malicious and 


erent depending on which religions youre rebellious djinn, Marid a stronger version of Shaitan 
n the past. demons have generally that steals news from heaven, and Ifnt, the most 


sified as spints but the similares across powerful type of Shayateen 


emonoiogy. (he study 
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A holy man with a chequered past and a prison 
record, Lévi defined occultism well into the 
first decade of the 20th century 
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ne of the most seemingly 


as contradictory figures In the history 
i « «ot the occult, Eliyphas Levi-born 
es ~ Alphonse-Louts Constant in France 


in 1810-was a devout Chnstian 

He was a former seminary student who used 
the ttle Abbe (Abbot) and wore the robes to match 
yet this man of the cloth inspired Aleister Crowley 
so directly that the “WiC kedest Man in the World 
claimed to be inhabited by his reinc arnated soul 
He went to pnson twice for his radi al politics, and 
he was dogged by rumours of 4 relanonship with a 
teenage girl that saw him tossed out of the church 

Levi's approach to magic f yund its home in 
Britain with the Hermet! Order of the Golden 
Dawn and the wnter AE Waite, a man who more 
than any other popularized the tarot and its 
interpretauon In the English-speaking world These 


are al] associations that inspire shrill accusations of 


T4 


Satanism and blasphemy that still endure in some 
quarters, yet Levi was adamant that all he did was 
true to his faith 

A zealous Chnstian from an early age. Alphonse 
Louts Constant’s religious awakening at his first 
Holy Communion was so all-consuming that the 
parish priest dispatched him to the seminary of 
St Nicholas, where he would train for a life in the 
Roman Catholic church. At St Nicholas the young 
scholar fell under the influence of the Abbe Frere 
who dabbied in the emerging occult sciences of 
mesmensm (the belief that an invisible magnetic 
force governed all living things and could be used 
to heal them) and Mastinism (a form of Christian 
mysticism popular in 19th century France) 

The Abbe was soon relieved of his duties and 
the atmosphere tured hostile to those students 
who had fallen under his influence The deflated 


Constant left St Nicholas for the seminary of 


A 1992 portrait of Eliphas 
Lévi by Gordon Wain 
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Although Lévi saw magic through a Christian 
tens. his work has done much to codify what it is 
we think of when we picture ‘black magic 

The idea of a point-up pentagram being 
good’ and a point-down pentagram being ‘bad’ 
comes from Lévi and is now an established part 
of the rconagraphy of occultism, Satanism and 
Camemporary paganism 

Another chabolic legacy is the depiction 
of Baphomet as a goat headed figure (also 
referred to as the Goat of Mendes) The deity 
supposedly worshipped by the Knights Templar 
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: was described in various ways under torture—a 

:| severed head, a head with three faces, a skull, Constant’s birthplace in Paris's : 
: and a cat head—but it was Lévi who illustrated be nema oun sixth arrondissement His 

*| the devil goat’ for the first time in Dogma and sapectn, Siateneaed by Lévi father was a shoemaker 

2) Ritual of High Magi 

: Levi's Baphomet imagery became Hebreicnih | 

*| incredibly important to Aleister Crowley in the they focused on the slow and 

:| development of Thelema and influenced the jorance. But at least he was Constant was senie! 

It was here that he first impiety” and “advocat 


Devil card im AE Waite's popular Rider-Waite 
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tarot deck, firmly bedding i into the popular ; ntradictions within the 
imagination Perhaps its most famous big screen depen ticals of Pari 
appearance is in the climax of 1968 Hammer God could also wield eternal acts ' 24) (| 
horror film The Devi Rides Out rv flor Released in Apnl loa 

Ehphas Levi was also a significant influence eo man it was at St Suphice where the end) Constant tned to kee 
= the wees HP Lovecraft 7 the time he was ritre ersial relatv nship with the he penned few arth le for fad il f 
developing his ‘Cthulhu Mythos’, and Lovecraft 7 : , h According to Constant it was disunct sideline to his st 
refers to him directly in his 1927 short story allenbach Acco: j . | 

was entrusted second chance with the church at 
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The Case of Charles Dexter Ward’, lifting an 
evocation straight from Waite’s translation of 


) to fake ur noloyvment ur 
minunion, and slowly Par ike up employt 


Dogma and Ritual Eliphas Lévi's innocent and maiden name but the 
goat-headed 
Baphomet, from 
Transcendental 
Magic: its Doctrine 
and Ritual 
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The father of the 
Occult Revival 
Until his death in 1875, Levi made his living 
through his writing and teaching In 1854 
Lévi visited London for the first time and the ” =< 
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audience asked him to invoke the spirit of the 


ancient Greek magician Apollonius of Tyana 


Spiritualisin being the dommnant occult art we Clal cd we Inst 
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tabi Thott oc ate followin the February Revolt 
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Lévi's two-part treatise on ritual magic 1s 
regarded as a foundation stone in the 19th 
century occult revival, but unike many of his 
contemporaries and followers it was based on 

fairly rigid scholarstip. Lévi dedicated his life to 
| 


assembly yt failed . 
yo wil seat he became IN 
im reasingly «ls ihusioned 
with poultics rnd began fo 
dedk.ute himsel! fully to 


jal matters 


suet 
Kaecifically he became enthused with 
hhalaty a form of ane rent Jewish mysticism 


ims now believe 1 dates from the 1th 


phased around the idea that the 22 letters 


1) 


ah: \ 
v the Hebrew alj 
yd Sper if, powell 


ren ead 0 
the year his wife left him) Constant 


‘habet and the numbers one to 


&) 
watt publishing under the pseudonym Eliphas 
tye, Zao! (although the Zaed part was rarely 
ped) which he asserted was the Hebrew 


4 his bith name. In 1854 and 1855 the 


transla 
eyo valumes of his text Dogma and Ritual of High 
Mare were published 

onstant the Chnstian revolunonary 

was gone and in his place stood Ehphas Levi, the 


Y modern occullism Dogma and Ritual 


Abbe ( 


tat he 


Lewis Siar of 

the Microcosm f 
contains the the 

fetragaammaton and 

the Hetiew mare 
Adam representing 


man as a teflection 


1 God's power 


HE PENTAGRAM 


alia the Mics. 


ear 
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untangling the mysteries of the universe 
and reconciling them with his 
staunch Cathohicsm 


1854-1856 / | 
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NY elements (ine water att ang ild np 1 
earth) establishes the 
wera Hines 


wk for 


his particular 


tarotay the 


“Father, forgive them, 
said Jesus, ‘for they 
know not what they 
do! People of good 
sense whoever YOu 

may be, I will add, do 

not listen to them, for 
they know not what 
they say. 


The Great Secret or Occultism Unveiled (1868) 


frame 


interpretation of the 


} 
/ 


Magieal art 


fo put it sumply tf 


4k 


| kabbalab was the secret 
language of the universe, 
than the tarot was the 
dictionary defining if 
Like the kabbalah, the tarot deck had 22 
mayor atcana (the hero’ cards such as The Fool, 
Death and The Hanged Man) and the suits of the 
minor arcana (such as the Three of Swords of 
Fight of Wands) were numbered one through ten 
1860's The History of Magic and 1861's The Key to 
the Great Mysteries developed those themes (Ww hich 
he repeated ad infinitum in later texts, rattled 
out at a plenteous rate), In them Levt reconciled 
accounts of sorcery, alchemy, and Biblical miracle 


into a single belief system that saw Jesus Christ e A portrait of 
stand alongside Renaissance alchemist and SS soe 
‘ the height of 


hus fame 


astrologer Paracelsus as mag, men who reshaped 


the world through magic. 

Levi's work didn’t catch on in France with 
anywhere near the fervour with which It was 
adopted in the English speaking world. There it 
became part of the nch stew of cherry-picked 


superstition and pagan leftovers that informed 
the ritual magic of the Hermetic Ordet of 
the Golden Dawn and the belief in ancient 
mystical masters espoused by the Russian 
born emigre Madame Blavatsky and het 
Theosophical Society 

Levi didn't live to see the extent of 
his occult legacy. He died in 1875 
three years before Blavatsky 
published Jsis Unveiled, het 
first major work, and 12 years 
before three disillusioned 
Freemasons in smoking 
jackets gathered together 
to explore the mystenes 
of the universe, passing 


then wisdom on to 


ew y hes <P LEAS APTA pee 
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The magical life of 


Aleister 
Crowley 


Mystic, philosopher, author, poet, controversialist, adventurer 
through the landscape of the mind—there were few taboos that the 
so-called ‘wickedest man in the world’ did not explore 


° 4 2 t 


: a {the late Alevster Crowley had been bor 
Y ni0/75 rather than 1475 hi. public antic, 
ta matmagioan drug user and vexual 

y CXPELIEMeNten ve ald have been welcomed 


‘ on at jeast tolerated in the modern world 


Init vihieta however bis keen interest in occult 
hough! and practice plus tir. deliberate attempt 
ty gai ontainy for its ovwn sake provoked rather 


thar witrig yer] the public mid he wa Cautigated 


as 4 etious threat In reality Crowley wa Mply 


yopteresting. unorthodox, mat who loved the 


tention which hay a sbvities brought to him There 
yw equivalent to him today which makes the 
tony ¢ fbi 


Much has been wiitten about Crowley a 


life all the more Compelling 


an occult Chinker and achiviet, and also about 


g2-) Written by Joel Meluer gat p+ 


his personal life In fact these two sides of his 
Character are too deeply entwined for them to be 
meaningfully separated From his earliest years, he 
found Timeself in confhet with bu sUTrOUndings 
ind its itthe wonder that he grew up to be aman 


protoundly at odds with the mores of his era 


Pdwartd Crowley. as he was known until his 


late teens, was born at dO Clarendon Square 


In Koyal Leamington Spa, Warwickshire tod 
faruly of Comfortable means His father also 
Edward Crowley, owned a share ina uiccessful 


Drewihg business, Crowley's Alton Ales ind had 
Wieady retired by the time hi 


hi 


»/On Was born Like 
arite P ‘ 

wile Eanily, Edward senior was a member of 
the bxclusive Brethren, a fac tion of the better 


hnown MMymouth Brethren, which wa 4 Chistian 


iF 


all ae a 
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Ceremonial garments were an integral part 


af Crowley's rituals, but they often caused 
uple ta dismiss him as hone 1 Ps 


a | 
\s 


a 


Wey 
, | , 


\How to perform the 


Abramelin Ritual 


Ali artinla) viee a 140) Contry Eayplian (apein 
yied thee cadaper | ot Ohuuthy bay & tiple > whe ahe 
Sarrusal Mathers ben Gal ty lave created 
He Alp arnt) Mitual an Cher ation) wi whach 
A evil (mon Can ieceive biney ledge ard 
Herve oatieny ef (hen Digit Cusar chan Ariget 
The Hitual was onpriatly Witlended (6 lat a 
Wiig IB ort but Crowley adapted 1 10 
wel a ove arageatile oe handy a crack at in? 
Heres how 
twel, you feed to be in good health, between 
75 and 90 years old, and relous I doewrt 
(atten which religion you adhere to, you just 
Heer to acknowledge a pad of sonw lind You'll 
heed tye fore. @ prayer (oon) and an adjounnng 
bedroom, which you will remain most of 
the tine for the first two montie, epend the 
hours of daylalit (yes, all of then) praying to 
you chosen deity, studying holy books and 
(aking the occasional walk Port the second two 
rroriths, clude a day of lasting in each week 
Over the last bwo months, wear a special 
tue, burn charcoal, build an altar and get ready 
for the big day Wher 1 comes, anoint yourself 
wm sacred oil, write Crowley's gacred texts on 
you alta’, invoke the 12 Kings and Dukes of 
Hell welding Lueter, Satan, Leviathan and 
Helal and await your angelic visitor 


30, Clarendon Square in Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire—Crowley’s birthplace. The 
building indicates the wealth of his family 
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yet’ 
xartiuel Mathers’ Mook 
Abrunelin (900), In which Mathers detail d 
the exhausting Abr aivelin Mitual 
‘ S70 hcaldad ’ 


al the Sacred Magk af 


Crowley in the ceremonial 
garb of the Order of the Golden 
Dawi, an occult organisation 


aerate 
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“Crowley rebelled by pointing out flaws in the Bible’ } 


uu 


\ ‘ 
> from th 
< t <! 4h ble th } i ' 1 
: ‘ ted h in of inder 
he ia t¢ Ibed , i , 
sincerely), repelled by over he 
t i " ws 
. itemptuous of rr vealed INGS } ibandoned 
7 ineen educated youth with Sothenne t it] ri . 
¢ Tita UA > 1S 1/ exam 
» he was free—or he left the . 
é i ce ne elt the his record indicated that he would probat 
: jeast-to wreak the worst kind of well if he had chosen to take th 
ae dd COs O take rem 
ul Where did all this unrest come from 
205 wiey adopted the first name Aleister Pethaps Crowley's desire to be a poet (h 
sne hoo x het he wr » * - ag 
2 same DOOK or Ou he wrote, “that published sevetal poem ;1n 1898. some of 
eahie name for becoming c % 
s<: f2yourable name for becoming famous them of an erotic nature); possibly his new 
accine Of 4 “ty | long sv ~ é ; tha CW 
- sstine of a dacty! [a long syllable interest 1n alchemy (he had met a chemist 
a Jiewed hy a ¢ , : 
wos ones} followed by a spondee [two Julian L Baker, of similar view aH 
; similar views to his own): of seein, 4 
shiec) as at the end of a hexam imply C 
‘ . as at the en ‘ a hexameter simply his occult readings = Crowley 10 magisterial 
iy Tavior Aleister Crowley’ fulfilled mode in 1912. As the First 
Wy } pr ed 
co conditions and Aleister is opener Soy 2 Tr 
‘ his activities began to 
ne Gaelic form of Alexander adopt a political edge 
adopt it would satisfy my 
mann 16€4.5 ae , 
ne with his new / Some biographers 
a -~.ciey developed , . . c 
gentrty, Crowley developed suggest that Crowley 


interests—chess ane remained a British 
muintainesring among . 
gare a Intelligence spy 
hem both of wh ch he F Kae 
throughout his life 


1 beginning 


egree in philosophy at 
Tanty College Cambndge 
so wrote poetry for student 

ENS s such as The Granta and 

righ svotching his degree to English literature 
~ 1896 at the age of 21, he endured another 

paradigm change. Before this point Crowley had 

seen just another regular, if rebellious, young 

--aferwards he was a keen devotee of the | RRP ee 

id It's thought that he enjoyed a 

homosexual liaison while on holiday in Sweden. . 

athough this was never confirmed. Whatever 

the case Crowley returned a changed man 

aparently comfortable with being bisexual 

ume when this was generally deemed | 
bhorrent He then struck up a relationship 

© Herbert Charles Pollitt, the president 


£ the Cambridge Universit y Footlights 
rama 
Mamatic Cub and the two men were 
atomic {nr ru 
2p for two years, eventually 
Maing up when Crowley's 
Merest ip, | 
MSI i) Western esotencism 
ame al}-consuming 
The fina! 
he final opportunity 
UWwiey to pursue 
mal career came 
WENT In 1697 when 


velled to Russia 
the emrii 
tayh 


Oy of the 


él 


ei 


ok 
Joey's best-known work, The - 
Crow which comtains many ¢ | | | ic i er te 
of the Law, % n a | bi ‘ | 
' narty philosophic al thoug | : 
his carly f pet l tones Raker’s brother in da 
Mithon ‘TONWI montroduced to 


DN LentAL pe ple Chrouvh the Order at 


Hoarndel Mathers and a magician named 
HW Bennett who later shared Crowley s Gat 
Nancoery Lane tis connection with the 


Wm focked by disagreement While 


Vag 


Crowley with his wife 

Rose and his second 

daughter Lola Zaza, 
h pictured in 1910 
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Pictured around | 
, 890, 
Edward Crowley, as 
, . Was then known, 
lowed no OUlWard sj 
of the Chaos to come " 


This 1935 image originally 

ran in Picture Post in 1955 Vhe hexagram symbal 
in an article titled “The Man of Thelema ts unic urgal, 
Who Chose Evil’. But did he? s Meaning that it can be 
(awn in a single line 
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Iden) Dawn, which had been founded 
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{ 
tedtol 
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fH boch Ne Here he att 

Abramelin Operauion a ' 

fisciple seeks to Conve 

ngel, wivoking demonic spint 

time The same year he p 

collections, one of which, Jephtha/ 
Although Crowley mnade pr 

various grades of the Order of the Gold 

he was unpopular i the group tha the 

reputation he had gained from being a by 

sybante, and he conflicted wath mernber 

the poet WB Yeats The Orders Londo 

refused to allow him entry into its Second Opa 

although Samuel Mathers did so after Crow, 

visited himiin Parts. This caused a sehy m betwee 


Mathers and the Order which became jrrevey r 


when Crowley on Mathers’ orders attempted 


tonm and occupy the Orders temple burldy 2 
Kensington The case went to court, and thy 
won Crowley and Mathers were expelled 

However, Crowley was just getting started 
his bizarre journey, both physical and spintual 
In 1900 he travelled to Mexico, where he serrieds 
i Mexico City with a local mistress and we tked 
with Enochian magic. While there he yw j 
Initiated into the Freemasons, wrote poem 
and a play and climbed mountains such as 
Iztacerhuadd, Popo atepetl and Colima. He th 
headed to San Francisco and Hawan, enjoying 4 
affair with a marmed wornan named Mary Ri 
on the ship tor good measure 

After stopovers in Japan and Hong Kong, C; 
teached Sr Lanka (then known as Ceylon), wher 
he met Allan Bennett. who had moved there t 
study Shaivism: the latter dec ided to train.as.a 
Buddhist monk and went to Burma Crowley chos 
fo to travel to India Studing raja yoga, a variant ol 
Hindu astrology 


lhe sheer amount of esotenc behets that Ct 


had absorbed by this POINT Was prodigious Sul! 
only in his late 20s hts 
both physical anc 
hy 


Bleatest period of acts! 
{mental was upon him fn 1 
© attempted to climb the Mountain K2 wh 


had not yet been conquered at the time Howeve 
influenza, malana and snow blindness meant 


that his group only Made it to 6,700 yards belo! 


lurning back 


Later that yea he settled in Paris. where Ne 
Balned a measure of local { Ime among the wi 
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A‘ yj J . . . 
ge ‘ sual halt thy nda 
saat see! 
» der be 
| pmed in fin ae jor Ne 
wt 
he “eA | : 
ih the painter Geral 
nt pends with | 


thot Somersel Maugham Art 
auth 


he this extraordinalil 
1¥ ' 


Jey (his yeal making him one 
cow 


vy vis id lifes ty lr 


time a view that 
: kf y endorse 
+ was QUIc® 


, moment in his person 


al evolution 


ynote! : py then & rowley had returned to 
sme ath ge mamied Getald’s sister Rose 
gueshine H me the Kelly family in doing so 
jeer © hh y het to Cairo where the couple 


ved witl 
4 epavelt j princess for then own 


ince ant 
is no simple 


be a pl 

wweve}, (ils We 

rane 1 , ) *Twe 
(np W hile in & aro, ¢ rowley underwent 

aiegsule * 

. found spuitu 


he most pr 


al expenence 


j his life 
on 18 Mart 
pecame delinous 
{ halluctnatol yu 
rowley that the Egyptian 
sf Horus Was waiting for 
som Two days later, she 
snnounced “The Equinox 
the Gods has come!” She 
ro nim to a nearby museum, 
cnt yning a 7th-century BCE 
known as the Stele 


h Rose who had 
ina form 


ance -told Kancl 


mortuary stele 


y Ankh-et-en Khonsu. The exhibit's 


number was 666 
on & 9 and 10 Apnil, for exactly one hour 


y noon on each day, Crowley—seated in his 
apartment—was addressed by a disembodied voice, 
enntying itself as Alwass, the messenger of 
Horus He claimed to have written down Aiwass 
words verbatim, and soon after turned these 

words into a book, Liber L vel Legis, better known 


/ /, Legge i. 
WM flier 


The \ 
enjunga 
/ climb was conquered 
in 1955, 5O years 
after Crowley's own 
unsuccessful 
attempt 


Py aie 

book \ 

we the | the 

controversial at the time | 

era of libertarianism: Ph ndth f 
became the foundation of 4 religion Thelema 
which Crowley went on to develoy 


70 years after Crowley 5 death, the Do what 
thou wilt. | credo, The Book of the Law and 
Thelema itself are still very much part f any 
conversation on the subject of alternative belief 
systems. It's amazing to think that all 
this work was essentially done by 
the time he reached the age of 
30. Of course, he continued 
\ to work at developing and 

disseminating his beliefs, 
returning once more to 

Boleskine and becoming 

a father to his first child, a 

daughter. He and Rose saw 
fit to saddle the child with the 
name Nuit Ma Ahathoor Hecate 
Sappho Jezebel Lilith Crowley, 
referring to her as Lilith (after the 

Biblical demon) for convenience. 

Although he was admired in occult quarters for 
his work, Crowley's life was rarely easy from this 
point on. He fell out with Mathers, claiming that 
his former colleague had sent an ‘astral vampire’ 
to attack him; his books, published through his 

own Society for the Propagation of Religious 
Truth, never sold in large numbers; 
a failed expedition to climb 
Kanchenjunga in the 
Himalayas led to the deaths 
of many of the group; he 
was forced to leave India 
after shooting dead a man 
who tried to attack him; and 
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of Crowley 
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Writing in The Londo ndrry Dispatch on, 2 
jure ‘ 
at ’ ad § 
she oy Yoni j o* 
say! v vever thal 
of hws it b 5 mada for entertaining 
reading overt tea and tu of ty 4 
Crowley spe A of time discussing Ms recent 
attempts t make himse ible—a feat frat he 
front of a meron 


Claimed to have partly achieved 
Venturing out in public, he sealize 4 th3t ne could 
not be seen “1 was able to walk Out in 4 sCaret 
and-gold robe with a jeweled Crown on my head 
without attracting any attention They could not 
see me,” he wrote 
Elsewhere. Crowley wrote of his falling-out with 
his former colleague in the Order of the Golden 
Dawn, Samuel Mathers. in fantastical terms. '9 
particular, he claimed that Mathers had sent an 
‘astral vampire’ to attack hum Vampirisin In general 
was a subject that fascinated Crowley but Not of 
the familiar, Dracula style bloodsucking type T : 
him, vampires could be psychic in nature, feeding 
on mental energy. This rendered them difficult 
to combat. as well as impossible to see—perhaps 
usefully for the purposes of Crowley s propaganda. 
Needless to say, few peopie took ideas nis 
about vampires senously, and of his attempts at 
invisibility, the Manchester Guardian drily wrote 
in 1943, "Mr Crowley declines to make nimseif 
court ~ 
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{at only twe vears old Rose by 


now suffenng from aleoholism. bore a second 


daughter, Lola Zaza, although Crowley embarked 


4) Vanous aftairs before divorcing Rose in 1909 


} 


al] this, Crowley continued to attempt 


sey oh 


the Abramelin Operation completing it at a hotel 


Suite) He claimed afterwards to have achieved 
1 State of Samadhi. or union with God. as well as 

versing once more with his old chum Anwass 
and writing more Thelemic books as a result. Even 


supposing these supematural haisons were not 
ficnonal. they did nothing to help his finances 
which were running out. He remained ina 

anous financial state for the rest of his life. not 


3 by a growing addiction to cocaine 


all nothing 
Soa noting 


could stop him from defying the 


Pictures such as th 
that Crowley like 
but how muc h of 


Ass no questions: Crowley (and 
donkey) pictured on the former's 
first trip to the Himalayas in 1905 


- Death of Crowley's father 
The senior Edward Crowley 
dies in 1887 of tongue 
cancer when his son is only 
11 Crowley later defines this 
moment as a turning point 
in his life, not least because 
he inherits a large fortune 
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disciple, Victor Neuburg, was based on 
sadomasochism while visiting Algena, the pau 
engaged in a sex magic ntual on a mountain 
sumimt and invoked the demon Choronzon with 
a blood sacrifice A vehicle was clearly required fot 
his ongoing philosophy, and so he and George Cec i 
Jones founded the Av.A.. a group that infused 
the ideals of the Order of the Golden Dawn with 
Thelemic thought. The group's temple was | ycated 
at 124 Victona Street in London, where a biannual 
pamphlet, The Equinox, was published 
Crowley continued to write and publish into 
his middle years and beyond. In 1912 his Book of 
Lies gained some notonety when Theodor Reuss, 
the head of yet another occult group, the German 
Ordo Tempo Occultis (OTO), accused Crowley of 
publishing some of the OTO's secrets Crowley 
persuaded Reuss that he was innocent and the two 
became friends, with 
Reuss later appointing 
Crowley as the head 
of the OTO's Bntish 
branch. the Mystena 
Mystica Maxima 
Hilariously, Crowley 
took upon himself 
the utle of ‘Baphomet 
X° Supreme Rex and 
Sovereign Grand Master 
General of Ireland, Iona. 
and all the Bntons 
From now on, 
Crowley appeared at 
regular intervals in 
the popular press, with 


ts one showed 
d to intimidate- 
It Was pure theatre? 


As this classic Crowley image indicates, 
he liked to cultivate a sinister image, 
The reality was somewhat different 


readers perceiving him as s¢ ymewhere berwyeer 


credible sorcerer and a clown. By 1914 he was bro}, 
and sold Boleskine House to move to New Yor} 
where he worked as a double agent for the Borys: 
government with great efficacy-even persuading y 
German spy called Sylvester Viereck to give him j 
job on his newspaper. The Fatherland 

Thelema was always Crowley s primary focus 
throughout the decades, and after leaving the 
USA in 1919, he returned to London, where he was 
attacked by a tabloid called John Bull. Accused 
of being a traitor in its pages, Crowley chose 
Not to sue the newspaper, although his status 
as an intelligence officer was by now common 
knowledge He had bigger things on his mind 
not least an addiction to heroin, which had been 
prescnbed to treat his asthma 

Moving away from the toxic environment of 
London. he relocated to Cefalu on Sicily Italy, to 


Defining moment 
yi ? he 1897 


While at Cambndge. Crowley lives a dissipated life, exploring 
sexual haisons with male and female partners He also 
becomes an expert mountain climber, travelling to the 
Alps with his frend Oscar Eckenstein and making the first 
unguided ascent of the Monch peak. However. a previous 
and undefined- mystical expenence that he underwent in 
Stockholm in 1896 had set him on an esoterically spintual 
path, and after a tnp to Russia he suffers a short-lived period 
of illness. This leads Crowley to consider the reality of death 
and to dismiss all human endeavour as meaningless—and 
although a diplomatic career is beckoning he determines (0 
pursue his burgeoning interest un occult matters 
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» Changes name to Aleister » Order of the Goiden Dawn ” Move to Boleskine House \ A spiritual journey 


Born in Leamington Spa. 


Edward Alexander Crowley 

is born as the only child of 
Edward and Emily Crowley His 
parents are members of the 
Exdusive Brethren, a Christian 
fundamentalist group 


12 October 1875 


1895 


84 
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Warwickshire Dissatisfied with the name 
Edward. Crowley adopts the 
name Aleister and goes up to 
Trinity College, Cambridge. 
to study philosophy Later he 
switches to Engiish fiterature 


Crowley is initiated into the 
Outer Order of the Goiden 
Dawn by the Order's jeader 
Samuel Mathers later 
Crowley s close associate 

He quickly progresses through 
the organisation's ranks 


Crowley styles himself 

as the laird of Boleskine 
after buying this Imposing 
property on Loch Ness The 
house becomes infamous 
and !s purchased in 1970 
by Led Zeppelin guitarist 


Having visited Mexico 
the USA, Japan, Hong 
Kong and Sri Lanka ither 
Ceylon), Crowley studies 
the Hindu practice of @# 
yoga. He claims to have 
achieved dhyana. of 4 


18 November 1898 Jimmy Page state of perfect awarene 
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Seances are widely seen as showmanship and 
hoaxes by many, but the origins of the practice are 
rooted in religion. Enter Spiritualism... 


PRO wr Writes by Poppy oy Palmer ge +- 


® he word ‘séance’ comes directly 
* from the French ‘séance’, expences pula feang 
meaning ‘seat’ and ‘session’, from manne 
the Old French ‘seoir, meaning Back 5 seeder 
‘to sit’, So if you are ever holding 
a stance and not al) participants are sitting down, 
it’s technically not a séance! 
Séances were, and are, used as a method of 
contacting the spirit world and talking to those 
who ase no longer with us. Proper séances can 
be traced back to the 3nd century, and even back 
then they were Closely related to occult practices 
and brought fear to the hearts of non-believers. "v 
However, it wasn't until the 19th century that 
the popularity of séances began to balloon. 
That popularity came with the creation of the 
and Margaret Fox quickly becoming popular for 
holding public seances in New York with the aim 
of contacting the dead. 
Over the years, five different types of seances 
have been develuped: religious stances, which are 
used during services as a way of communicating 
with ving personalities in the spirit wortd 
(opurtualists bke to sefer to them as ‘receiving 
massages’), sage mediumship seances, 
which ave held on stage in front of 
paying audiences, leader-assisted 
seances, where a small group 
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The runes, rituals and 


star signs behind the rise and fall of the Third Reich 


ain Written by James Hoare Ege HE 


= he Nazis were desperate,” 
. intones John Hurt's Professor 
Bruttenholm in Guillermo del 
Mt Toro's 2004 dark fantasy film 
Be and comic adaptation, Hellboy. 
“Combining science and black magic, they 
intended to upset the balance of the war.” 

From the box office to bookshelves, the 
image of Nazi Germany being in league with 
black magic and old gods is ubiquitous. Though 
best characterized by the retro pulp of the 
Indiana Jones film series where the adventurous 
archaeologist races to keep relics from the 
pursuing jackboots, it’s a far more long-lived trope 
than you might think. 

A handful of early texts advanced the theory 
during the early days of World War Il. Hitler 


Forces, 1939) by Edouard Saby all portrayed the 
Fuhrer as a man driven by the demonic forces he 
could barely contain to one degree oF another. 
None of these writers had any exclusive insider 
knowledge of the inner workings of the Nazi 
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Party. Rauschning leveraged his credibility as a 
former middle-ranking Nazi to greatly embellish 
his contact and conversations with Hitler. Spence 
was a Scottish folklorist and writer who projected 
his own occult knowledge onto the mystical 
manifestos of Hitler's fellow travellers. Saby was 
even further gone, seeing evidence of occult hand 
gestures in the Fahrer’s photographs and equating 
vegetarianism with Satanism. 

Facts that thin soon gave way to fiction and 
Dennis Wheatley wrote the supernatural thriller 
Strange Conflict in 1941, which told of Nazi 


imagination, leading to the 
movie, Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981), and from 


that into an endless parade of Nazi zombie movies 
and credulous cable shows exploring the Third 
Reich’s myriad magical mysteries. 

Why these stories endured then and why they 
endure now is largely the same. In 1939-40, the 
seemingly unstoppable advance of Nazi Germany 
as it rolled over its neighbours was difficult to 
understand without recourse to dark powers. 

In the aftermath of World War IL, the horrific 
scale of the Holocaust, the devastation of aerial 
bombardment and the savagery of occupation 
defied easy understanding. Again, many took 
comfort in the belief that this wasn't the work 
of people just like themselves, but of monsters 
whose dark appetites drove them to seek out 
forbidden lore. 

At its heart. though, is a kernel of truth 
and interest in the esoteric was surprisingly 
widespread in Nazi Germany. While the idea of a 
gimiet-eyed Fahrer driven by occult obsessions 
is absolute rubbish, the occult was indelibly 
bound up with Nazi Germany. It was a low hum 
of astrology. superstition, runes and mythology 
that underpinned 12 years in which the swastika 
fluttered above Berlin. 


The twilight of reason 


The spinitualists and secret societies at the birth of the Nazis 


Across | urope and North Amenca. the turn of the 
century represented the flowering of superstitious 
thought. This was (he product of spuntual anxiety 
people felt lost in this unstable new world and 
nowhere was this more obvious than in Germany 
Hot on the heels of their seemingly 
incomprehensible defeat in World War | came the 


eonomc MusManagement and political instability 


of che Weimar Republic, bringing with it running 
street battles between far left and far nght, and 
hypennflation an unnecessary head start for the 
race fo the bottom that was the Great Depression 
What granted this febnie atmosphere a uniquely 


Gangerous quality was the burgeoning relationship 


between nationalism, anthSemitism and 
supernatural superstitions 


Still a new country with myriad dialects and 


regional identities, significant Slavic and Jewish 


minorities and a volatile confessional faultline 
between the Protestant north and the Catholic 
south, Germany had only become unified undet 
one flag in 1871, while Austria remained part of 
the German world’ but not a part of the country 
itself. In short, the question of what it was 0 be ‘a 
German’ hadn't really been resolved. 

The soundtrack to this combative nationalism 


Was undoubtedly Richard Wagner. In 1869, the first 


part of what would become his epic Der Ring des 


"To be German you had to be descended | 
from this pre-industrial pagan idyll that their 
cherry-picking of history had contrived" 


NSDAP propaganda from 
1932 depicts Communism as 
a supernatural foe 
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il 
heroic Masculine ideal d 


embrace: at ‘Vercominy 
duplicitous foes, spiritual purty versus Breed 
materialism, and sheet bloody rightes Nsness 

Another spiritual bonding agent for this 
fractured nation was the volkisch movemeny thar 
emerged ovel the 19th century emphasising the 
spiritual purity of German peasant life and folklon, 
that had become corrupted by urbanisation and 
Christianity. For volkisc h thinkers, theirs was " 
exclusive creed: Blut und Boden (Blood ang Soil) 
German soil and German blood were linked and 
to be German you had to be descended from this 
pre industrial pagan idyll that their cherry picking 
of history had contrived 

In 1903, the hoary Austrian occultist Guido Von 
List (and his acolyte Jorg Lanz von Liebenfels) 
popularized a new theory that bound this sense 
of longing and bubbling hatred into a potent 
new form: Anosophy, or Armanism. An active 
contributor to volkisch journals on the subject of 
ancient runes (he created the 18-letter Armanen 
Futharkh later used by the SS) and his own Odin. 
worshipping cult, List believed that all the great 
figures in history and legend were Aryans whose 
golden age had been ended by the onset of infeno, 
races and cultures. 

List and Liebenfels identified Atlantis—an 
object of particular fascination for 19th-century 
occultists—with the mythical North Atlantic island 
civilisation of Thule, postulating that the ancient 
Aryans had been scattered from there following a 
catastrophic flood, with the purest bloodlines of 
this spiritual Aryan super race settling in Germany 
and the Himalayas 

Now German meant Aryan, and those of 
insufficient ‘Aryan blood’—Jews and Slavs, for 
example—were seen as an existential threat to the 
volk. Purely by existing, volkisch fanatics believe! 
that these ‘lesser races’ were poisoning the sactev 
union of their ancient culture and land. 

This broiling stew of heroic mythology that 
followed Wagner, the imagined pagan past and 
virulent racism of the vélkisch movement, and 
myriad other occult fascinations that bloomed 
in this hothouse of unreason-from numeroles) 
and astrology to dowsing rods and homeopstt’ 
~were the engine that drove a significant chunk 
of the German night. Crucially, these strands o! 
thought electrified many who would go en © tat 
their place by Hitler's side following his 
seizure of power in 1933 
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“ Nanonal Socalist German Worker's Party) 1 
1/0 under charismatic new frontman and beckett 
. rege Adolt Hitler, they broke their links wath 
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Observer ‘ ae Vollischer Heobachter (People's 
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to Eastern Lurope for 
and violently opposed the Slavic presence I 
Germany's ethnic ally mixed eastern borderlands 
Like the Thule Socety, the League Was soon 
ewallowed up by the tse of NSDAP and by 1927, 
an estimated BO per cent of their membership had 
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Fortune tellers & the Third Reich 


Nazi Germany never really settled on 
it came to astrology, and that started right 


The dream guest 
of Rudolf Hess 


Pushed to the fringes of the Third Reich and anxious 
about tome war with the Soviet Union, Hess set 
upon t ea of a 
that would put seknanicer aie ett ry 
S$ gOOd graces 
With his astrologer Ernst Schulte Strathaus having 
advised him of the optimum departure date for a 
Mmussion of peace, on 10 May 1941—just over a month 
before the start of Operation Barbarossa—Hess set 
Off alone on a night fight to Scotland in his personal 
Messerchsmitt Bf 110. Crash landing and taken into 
Custody, British intelligence Quickly realized that 
not only were Hess’ pleas for peace a cheque that 
couldn't be cashed. but the Deputy Fuhrer himself 
wasnt entirely stable. Over the long incarceration that 
followed, Hess raged that his food was been poisoned, 
attempted suicide and admitted that the idea for his 
flight had come to him in a dream 
Back in Berlin, Hitler was furious. Egged on by 
Bormann and Rosenberg. who blamed the advice 
of astrologers for this betrayal, Hitler authorised 
the ‘Hess Action’ On 9 June 1941, Heydnich began 
@ mass round-up of astrologers, psychics and 
faith healers. Hundreds were arrested, thousands 
of occult books seized and Schulte Strathaus 
disappeared into a concentration camp for two years 
Much to the frustration of Rosenberg. Heydrich put 
the focus on re-education. a relatively benign response 
given the wanton terror that the Gestapo had visited 
on the other ideological enemies of the Reich. Many 
of those interned were eventually released. Either 
Heydrich had given up pushing against Himmier’s 
indulgence of the supernatural, or, with the impending 
war in the east, he simply felt the resources of the Reich 
Main Security Office were better spent elsewhere 


an official position when 
at the top 


: » One of Hitler s most devoted early followers. Hess bey a 
increasingly marginalized and outmanoeuvred by more 
accomplished political big beasts. including his own 
secretary. The Deputy Fuhrer allegedly used a pendulum . 
decided whether letters were sent by allies or enemies 
and regularly solicited advice trom IStrologers 


The most prolific patron of 
occultists in Nazi Germany, 
Himmler relied upon his personal 
astrologer Wilhelm Wulff so 
heavily towards the end of the 
war that Walter Schellenberg. 
chief of SD-Ausiand (foreign 
intelligence), found it easier to 
seek orders from the “court 
magician” than the “king” 
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The stars are our secret weapon 


With secret British innovations such as radar, sonar and 
Bletchley Park codebreaking turning the tables on the German 
U-boat menace in the Atlantic, the German Navy was at a loss 
to explain this reversal of fortunes Inevitably, superstition 
flourished in ignorance and, at the suggestion of U-boat 
captain Hans Roeder, the MND (Marine Nachrichten Dienst; 
Naval Intelligence Service) authorised the establishment of the 
Pendulum Institute in Berlin 

Roeder’s rogues gallery included the likes of Karl Krafft, 
briefly released from prison for the job, astrologer Wilhelm 
Wulff and dowser Ludwig Straniak. This was the first officially 
sanctioned use of authentic astrology in the Third Reich 
(Goebbels wasn't genuinely soliciting horoscopes, after all), but 
it wouldn't be the last. When the navy eventually lost patience 
in the Pendulum Institute, many of its beneficiaries found work 
with the SS. Wulff in particular would claim to be at the heart 
of an unlikely tale: Operation Mars 


By August 1943, Benito Mussolini had been overthrown and 
imprisoned by the Italian government, who were looking for an 
early exit from the war. Retrieving the deposed dictator was of 
paramount importance to keeping fascist Italy fighting and so 
Himmler ordered around 40 astrologers, diviners and dowsers 
to be released from concentration camps and put to work in 
a villa conjuring the defeated dictator's whereabouts. Their 
prize would be freedom plus a million Reichsmarks, but 
swapping the cruel camp regime for Himmier’s luxurious 
pile was more than enough 

Eventually, though, Mussolini was located and retrieved 
in a daring mission led by the infamous Otto Skorzeny 
on 12 September 1943. Himmler was overjoyed with the 
tremendous success of Operation Mars and, although the 
intelligence gathering behind the successful operation was very 
much the traditional kind, nobody had it in them to convince 
him otherwise 
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ICELAND (1938) 


Linguist Bruno Sclwetzer 

fed! an expeditnon | woking few 
shrines to Odin and Thor He 
found the lorlandic government 
URCOOperative and « wm plained 
to Himimnter that the foeiandic 
people had abandoned their 
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CANARY ISLANDS (1939) 


Historian Herman Wirth thought vintage 
4 Catiary Islanders with blonde hair 
made (he tdland a possible contender tor Mule 


alled off when war was declared 


Is filled with outlandish occultists and projects 


As widet Getiyan cor lety became steadily 
hostile tothe more maverich toystics. Hininiler 
welcomed them with open ating and set then 
fo work The Ahinenerbe more properly the 
Forse hangsune | ehigemetnshalt das Alinenerbe 
(Ancestral Research and Teaching Society) was 
formed under different name in O45, before 
being gradually absorbed Inte the SS 

Concerned with research into the mythic 
OFWINS OF Aryans and recovering on recreating 
Nheir knowledge, the Ahnenetbe ballooned inte 
a Vast Apparatus with departments covering 
Teseaich areas as niche as Hansmarken und 
Sippenzeichen (House Brands and | amily Marks) 
Wurtenforschung (Dwelling Mound Research) 


Indogermanische Rechtsgeschichte (Indogermanic 
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By Himmier’s side from late 1933 to his retirement 
in summer 1939 aged 72 was Karl Maria Wiligut 
A one-time Austrian asylum patient, although the 
$5 kept records of his mental health tightly under 
wraps lest they expose their boss to ridicule, 
Wiligut claimed direct descent from a line of 
prehistoric German sages created by a Coupling of 
Asen (air) and Wanen (water) gods—the Aesir and 
Vani in Norse mythology 

Along with the ancient rites he had inherited 
from his father and his father's father, Wiligut 
boasted of a “clairvoyant memory” that allowed 
him to channel ancestral wisdom. In one 
particularly lurid incident, he was driving with 
Himmier when suddenly he began to fit. Foaming 
at the mouth, he lurched from the car and into a 
nearby field. Lucid again, Wiligut announced that 
this was a site sacred to the ancient Germans 
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A passionate historian of Medieval patti 
ret 6 oa he Kae ot 
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of his widely read 1933 


by Wiligut on the strength 
Kreuzzug gegen den Grol 
(Crusade Towords the Grail), which spread the idea that 
the 13th-century Cathar heresy was in fact the remnants 
of a Germanic pagan cult, 

Rahn was particularly taken with accounts of three 
Cathar knights slipping over the walls of the doomed 
Montsegur Castle with the Holy Grail—the cup used to 
catch the blood of Christ at his crucifixion, believed by 
Rahn to be a pre-Christian relic that fell from the sky— 
hidden in a sack and travelled to the Languedoc region 
of southern France to explore the subterranean passages 
used by the Cathars. 

Himmler loved Rahn's work so much he committed it 
to memory and signed off a 1,000-Reichsmark a month 
stipend for Rahn to work on his next book. Rahn took 
on $$ rank and uniform to better ingratiate himself with 
his new patrons. As an openly gay man he should have 
been on his guard, but his obsession with finding the 
Holy Grail blinded him to all else Only when his ‘sequel’ 
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So pleased was Himmler with the scope and 
sale of hus organisation s output that he presented 
Hitler with 2 set of jeather-bound volumes 
recording the great Ahnenerbe discovenes on his 
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Despite the all-consuming growth of Ahnenerbe, 

Himmler voracious hunger for occultish 

ynowledge also led to the eye catching Hexen- 
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»¢ HSonderkommando (H-Special unit), which 

nmately found itself concerned with cataloging 

ore and artifacts relating to witch trials and hunts. 
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Population in preparation for German 


colonists—was a dark dream drawn from his days 


in the Artaman League. As custodians of Aryan 


superiority whose work fed the ideological engine 


that drove the Holocaust, the Ahnenerbe found 
themselves on the front line. 

Archaeologist Hans Schleif was given custody 
of Ahnenerbe's activities in occupied Poland, 
plundering Polish treasures from the Warsaw 


Archaeological Museum and looting Jewish homes 
in the country. The anthropologist from the Tibet 


expedition, Bruno Beger, procured skeletons for 
racial categorisation, selecting an estimated 100 
prisoners from concentration camps for murder 
and study. Finally, folklorist Alfred Karasek took 


control of the resettlement of Germans in Ukraine 


and ultimately became an active participant in 
mass murder and population clearance. 
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drove the Holocaust, 

the Ahnenerbe found 
themselves on 
the frontline’ 


Luzifers Hofgesind (Lucifer’s Court) appeared in 1937 with 
anti-Semitic passages crudely inserted by another hand, 
did Rahn perhaps realize the monster that his efforts 
were feeding. Himmier, for his part, was delighted with 
Lucifer’s Court, which linked the Cathar heresy to wider 
witchcraft cults through the figure of Lucifer—the Devil~ 
here a pagan bringer of light demonized by the Christian 
Church, and ordered 5,000 copies bound in leather to be 
presented to the Nazi elite Hitler was even given one for 
his birthday. 

Punished for a drunken scrape with a three-month tour 
of duty on the staff of Dachau concentration camp, Rahn 
was horrified by what he saw and naively tried to resign 
his commission. Rumours of his sexuality and possible 
Jewish heritage were beginning to make the rounds 

While stories vary on the exact chain of events, some 
say his resignation was refused and a solution that better 
suited the ReichsfGhrer-SS was proposed. Either way, in 
March 1939, 34-year-old Rahn climbed a snow-covered 
slope in Austria's Tyrol mountains and was found dead 
the following morning, his lifeless eyes staring out across 
the serene landscape 
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Germanic hero, uniting the nation against the and a vast hall, the floor adorned with a jagged provide for the entire relocation Of the rearty 
Hunganans Himmler believed himself to be the ‘black sun’ that glonfied in the deeds of dead village and a vast complex spilling out ver py 


mile ona wheel of towers and curtain Walls 
In 1945, as the US Army advanced, Hirmmi, 
ordered Wewelsburg to be razed rather than we 
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